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Farm Sector News
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Government launched Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) progamme to provide 
an assured income support to small and marginal 
farmers

Agriculture continues to be the main driver of the 
rural economy. The hard-working farmers, supported 
by pro-farmer policies of our Government in the 
past four and half years, have produced agriculture 
commodities in record quantities. Declining prices of 
agricultural commodities in the international market 
and fall in food inflation in India since 2017-18, 
relative to non-food sector have, however, reduced 
the returns from farming. Small and fragmented 
land holding on account of repeated divisions has 
also contributed in decline in the income of the 
farmer family. Hence, there is a need for providing 
structured income support to the poor land-holder 
farmer families in the country for procuring inputs 
such as seeds, fertilizers, equipment, labour, etc., and 
to meet other needs. Such support would help them in 
avoiding indebtedness as well as falling into clutches 
of money lenders.
  
 To provide an assured income support to the 
small and marginal farmers, Government launched 
a historic programme, namely, “Pradhan Mantri 
Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)”. Under this 
programme, vulnerable landholding farmer families, 
having cultivable land upto 2 hectares, would be 
provided direct income support at the rate of Rs 6,000 
per year. This income support would be transferred 

in three equal installments of Rs 2,000 each. This 
programme would be funded by Government of 
India. Around 12 crore small and marginal farmer 
families are expected to be benefited from this. 
The programme has been made effective from 1st 
December, 2018 and the first installment for the 
period upto 31st March, 2019 would be paid during 
this year itself. This programme will entail an annual 
expenditure of Rs 75,000 crore.
 
 The Budgetary allocation of the Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare Ministry has been raised by 
around 2.5 times from Rs 58,358 crore in 2018-19 to 

period, during previous Government (2009-14), it was 

Rs 1,21,082 crore and during present Government 
(2014-19), it is an increase of 74.5% to Rs 2,11,694 crore. 
In fact, the budgetary allocation of Rs 1,41,174.37 crore 
in 2019-20 is 16.6% more than Rs 1,21,082 crore during 
past Government (2009-14).

The fund allocations are as follows:

Newly launched farmer-centric schemes are as 
follows

time in the country by the present Government to 
promote the country's cattle and buffaloes, to preserve 

and for continuous growth in the productivity of 
Indian bovine.

 Considering its importance, Rs 250 crore 
allocations for it in Budget 2018-19 have been raised 
to Rs 750 crore. The "Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog" 
has been established to upscale sustainable genetic 
up-gradation of cow resources and to enhance 
production and productivity of cows. The Aayog 
would also look after effective implementation of 
laws and welfare schemes for cows. Besides advising, 
Gaushala and gausadan involved in protecting cows, 
the body would also help in coordination between 
livestock farmers and cooperatives, FPOs, dairy 
entrepreneurs, etc.

in the world accounting for 6.3% of global production. 
The fisheries sector contributes 1% to GDP and 
provides livelihood to about 1.45 crore people at 
the primary level. The sector registered an average 
annual growth of more than 7% in recent years and 
the total production during 2017-18 was 12.61 million 
tonnes. During 2017-18, the revenue from exports 
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was estimated at Rs 45,106.89 crores, which shows 
an average annual growth rate of approximately 
11.31% in recent years. To provide sustained and 
focused attention towards development of this 
sector, Government has decided to create a separate 
Department of Fisheries.
 
 Through Kisan Credit Card, the government 
provides institutional credit at cheap rates to 
farmers. This not only helps in increasing agricultural 
production but also productivity. In the interest 
subvention scheme, farmers are given short-term 
loan up to Rs 3 lakh per annum by banks on timely 
payment of loan at the rate of 4%. In the last Budget, 
our Government announced the facility of extension 
of Kisan Credit Card scheme (KCC) to Animal 
Husbandry and Fisheries farmers. 2% interest 
subvention to the farmers pursuing the activities 

through Kisan Credit Card would be provided. 
Further, in case of timely repayment of loan, they 
would also get an additional 3% interest subvention.
 
 Presently, the crop loans are rescheduled for 

subvention of 2% only for the first year of the 
rescheduled loan. Now, all farmers affected by severe 
natural calamities, where assistance is provided 
from National Disaster Relief Fund (NDRF), would 

and prompt repayment incentive of 3% for the entire 
period of reschedulement of their loans. To ensure 
provision of easy and concessional credit and to bring 
all farmers under KCC fold, Government has decided 

application form.

Indian Banking Association issued advisory 
guidelines requesting banks to waive off processing, 
documentation, inspection, ledger folio charges and 
all other service charges for Kisan Credit Card/crop 
loans upto 3 Lakhs

In yet another move to provide direct benefit to 
farmers and ease the pressure on them, the Indian 
Banking Association, on 4th February, 2019, issued 
advisory guidelines requesting banks to waive off 
the processing, documentation, inspection, ledger 
folio charges and all other service charges for Kisan 
Credit Card /crop loans upto 3 Lakhs.

 In India, land holding pattern is dominated by 
Small and Marginal farmers (SMF) category. Roughly 

85 percent of the total operational holding in the 
country (about 43 percent of the gross cropped area) 
are in the SMF category. There are around 21.6 crore 
small and marginal farmers (or 4.3 crore families). 
Providing timely and affordable credit to this resource 
constrained group is the key to attaining inclusive 
growth. The small and Marginal farmers are the 

other natural calamities. As per the estimate of the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on agriculture, 
the losses due to climate change account for overall 
GDP loss of 1.5% of agriculture economy. The 
instability in income of the farmers due to various 
types of risks involved in production, low bargaining 
power, etc., add more distress to the already affected 
farmers.
 
 The Kisan Credit Card Scheme aims at providing 
adequate and timely credit support from the banking 

term credit requirements for cultivation of crops, 
investment credit requirements for agriculture and 
allied activities and other needs.

 In this context, it was learnt that some of 
scheduled commercial banks are collecting a nominal 
amount of service charges towards processing, 
documentation, inspection, etc., for agriculture 
loans. However, some of the banks are collecting 
service charges which are at a bit higher. This is not 
irrespective of whether the loan is sanctioned or 
not. This often acts as a deterrent for the farmers to 
approach the banks for loans.

The Secretary, Department of Agriculture, 
Cooperation and Farmers Welfare wrote to the Chief 
Secretaries of all State Governments on launching 
campaign with immediate effect to saturate farmers 
with Kisan Credit Cards

The Government of India decided to launch a 
campaign with immediate effect and accorded the 
highest priority to saturate farmers for financial 
inclusion under Kisan Credit Cards (KCC). This 
campaign would be launched through the Financial 
Institutions including Commercial Banks, Cooperative 
Banks and Regional Rural Banks in collaboration with 
the State Governments. The Department of Financial 
Services has already issued directives to the Financial 
Institutions under their purview in this regard.
 
 As per the information available with Govt. of 
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India, there are around 6.95 crore active KCCs.  The 
above coverage had been made possible due to a 
successful and collaborative efforts made by the State 
Governments, district administrative machinery and 
the Financial Institutions. Issuing of KCCs in large 
numbers have helped in increasing the agriculture 

but also increasing the farmers income. 
 
 However, there are still a large number of 
farmers who do not have access to institutional 
credit either because they have not been issued 
a KCC or the KCC issued earlier inactive due to 
various reasons other than NPA.  The reasons for 
this gap in coverage include levy of various recurring 
and non-recurring charges related to processing/ 
documentation/ledger folio/inspection by the banks, 
cumbersome procedure adopted by certain banks for 

in completing the required documentation

subvention to the farmers engaged in activities 

already possessing a KCC and involved in activities 

an additional sub limit within an overall limit of 
Rs. three lakh and the interest subvention/prompt 
repayment incentive would also be applicable within 
this credit limit.  Farmers involved in activities related 

any KCC, would be eligible for issue of a fresh KCC 
with credit limit upto Rs. two lakhs with applicability 
of interest subvention/prompt repayment incentive. 
Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and 
Fisheries would shortly be issuing a detailed circular 
in this regard. 

 The success of this campaign would depend on 
collaboration and leadership of the State Government 
and the District Administration. To make this 
campaign successful, following strategy would be 
adopted:-

i. The KCC would be issued in a time bound 
manner from the branch where the farmer is 
already having an account. In case the eligible 
farmer is not having any bank account, the 
same shall be immediately opened in any of 
the nearby branch of his/her choice within the 
block.

ii. The camps for collection of applications can 
be organized bank-wise or village-wise. The 
District Level Bankers Committee would decide 
the modalities of the camp and the date-wise 
schedule. 

iii. For village-wise camps, the field level 
development and revenue functionaries would 
be present on the pre-designated dates in the 

and providing the necessary documents related 

so collected would be deposited in the bank 

concerned branches may also be present during 
these camps.

iv. If the camps are organized branch wise, the 

farmers to the concerned bank branches on the 
designated dates and would ensure the issue 
of required land related documentation to the 
farmers. In the branches, dedicated desks would 
be set up for providing appropriate guidance to 
the farmers, so as to ensure prompt processing 
and approvals.

v. Farmers can avail the option of directly 
submitting the completed application form with 
necessary supporting documents to the bank 
branch for issue of KCC.

vi. The simplified common application form 
circulated by Indian Banks Association would 
be utilized after translation in local language.    

vii. Indian Banks Association also issued an 
advisory guideline to all the banks to waive the 
processing, documentation, inspection, ledger 
folio charges and all other service charges for 
KCC/crop loans upto to Rs. three lakhs keeping 

small and marginal farmers. This would enable 
farmers avail the KCC facility without any 

viii. Eligible farmers would be issued KCCs by 
the concerned banks within two weeks of the 
submission of completed application forms. 

 Since the credit availed to KCC would be eligible 
for interest subvention support of Govt. of India, 
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the details of aadhar card number of the applicants 
shall also be captured.  State Governments would 
undertake a detailed review and monitoring of 
the progress of the campaign. Review will also be 
undertaken by District Level Bankers Committee 
(DLBC) as well as State Level Bankers Committee.  
A separate dashboard for monitoring would become 
operational shortly to monitor the progress of 
applications collected and KCC issued against those 
applications. DLBC will be required to update the 
progress weekly on the dashboard

Increase in sowing area of oilseeds

As per the fourth advance estimates 2017-18, the area 
under oilseeds in the country decreased to 246.45 
lakh hectares as compared to 261.77 lakh hectares 
in 2016-17.

 To increase productivity and production of 
oilseeds, Government of India is implementing 
National Mission on Oilseeds and Oil Palm (NMOOP), 
a Centrally Sponsored Scheme since 2014-15. NMOOP 
scheme is implemented on sharing of expenditure 
between Central and State Government in the ratio 
of 60:40 for general category of states, and 90:10 for 
North Eastern and Himalayan states. The NMOOP 
scheme has been subsumed under National Food 
Security Mission (NFSM) with effect from 2018-19, 
and interventions of NMOOP are taken as sub-
components of NFSM. 

 Under the programme, various incentives like 
production and distribution of seeds, supply of 
minikits, seeds hub, front line/cluster demonstrations 
through Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs), improved 
farm implements, bio-pesticides, micronutrients, bio-
fertilizers, etc., are provided to the farmers.  Modern 
technologies like improved varieties, ridge-furrow 
methods of planting, effective water management, 
application of bio-fertilizers, intercropping with 
cereals/pulses, eco-friendly plant protection 
measures, etc., are promoted through cluster 
demonstrations.

 In addition, Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) 
of oilseeds have been increased over the years to 
encourage farmers to grow more oilseeds.

Categorisation of farmers

In agriculture Census, the operational holdings are 

Sl. 
No.

Category Size-Class

1. Marginal Below 1.00 hectare
2. Small 1.00-2.00 hectare
3. Semi- Medium 2.00-4.00 hectare
4. Medium 4.00-10.00 hectare
5. Large 10.00 hectare and above

three social groups, viz., Scheduled Castes, Scheduled 
Tribes and Others. To improve production/
productivity of various agricultural crops, the 
Government is promoting adoption of modern 
technologies and practices like multiple cropping, 
intercropping and integrated farming systems, etc. 
In the “India Rural Development Report 2012-13” 
prepared by the IDFC Rural Development Network, it 

especially in cultivating labour-intensive crops or 
tending livestock, but land holdings are too small to 

 
 With a view to improve the condition of small 
and marginal farmers and to double the income 
of farmers by 2022, Government is realigning its 
interventions from production-centric approach to 
farmers' income-centric initiatives, with focus on 
better and new technological solutions. These include 
implementation of schemes like, Pradhan Mantri 

Urea, Rainfed Area Development under National 
Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA), 

National Agriculture Market scheme (e-NAM), 
National Food Security Mission (NFSM), National 
Mission on Oilseeds and Oilpalm (NMOOP), Mission 
for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH), 

Mission on Agriculture Extension and Technology 
(NMAET), etc. In addition, farmers are provided 
information through Focused Publicity Campaigns, 
Kisan Call Centres (KCCs), Agri¬ Clinics and Agri 
Business Centres (ACABC) of entrepreneurs, agri 
fairs and exhibitions, Kisan SMS Portal, etc.

Agro meteorological advisories

5.13 crore farmers are receiving agro meteorological 
advisories through m-kisan portal (https://m-kisan.
gov.in). 25 centres of All India Coordinated Research 
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State Agriculture Universities, distributed across 
the country have made efforts to issue Agromet 
advisories through Radio, TV, Newspapers, etc., 
in local languages. Agromet bulletins to Line 
Departments of various state Governments are 
also distributed by the AICRPAM. The Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and India 

planned to augment the Agromet Advisory System 
(AAS) network to sub-district (block) level. Under this 
plan, 200 Krishi Vigyan Kendras including the 110 

up of District Agro-Met Units (DAMUs) to provide 
Agromet services to farmers. The initial fund of Rs. 
2.4 cr. (@ Rs.1.2 lakh per unit) has been sanctioned 
for establishing the required facilities to start the 
advisory services.
 
 Further, several awareness campaigns have 
been undertaken to encourage farmers to register 
themselves on m-kisan portal and receive crop and 

registered through Kisan Call Centre also. Farmers 
can call and get themselves registered for receiving 
crop advisories. Extension workers have also played 
an important role in increasing the registration of 
farmers. They explain the process of registration and 

helping farmers to receive crop and weather based 
advisories. Expenditure of Rs.26,31,73,386/- has been 
incurred during the last three years i.e. 2015-16, 2016-
17 and 2017-18, on sending advisories through SMS 
to farmers registered on m-kisan portal

Ease of Doing Agri Business Index

The Government has been reorienting the agriculture 
sector by focusing on an income-centric approach 
which goes beyond achieving merely the targeted 
production. The income approach focuses on 
achieving high productivity, reduced cost of 
cultivation and remunerative price on the produce, 

 
 To ensure that the reform agenda of the 
Government is implemented at a desired pace by all 
States/UTs, a need is felt to develop a competitive 
spirit between the states. Keeping this in mind to 
rank the states through an index, i.e., Ease of Doing 
Agri-Business, a concept note alongwith parameters 
for developing an index has been circulated to all 
States/UTs inviting their views. The concept is to 

consider farming not solely as a production oriented 
activity carried out to achieve food security for the 
country, but as a business activity carried out by 
farmer as entrepreneur. The proposed index has taken 
the aspects of increasing production/productivity, 
increasing price realization of agri produce and 
decreasing input costs of production, risk mitigation 
and investment related attributes.

Governments undertakes development of perspective 
plans and ensures effective implementation of the 
programmes/ schemes. Also, Government of India 
supplements the efforts of the State Governments 
through various Schemes/ Programmes. The index 
would obviously help in fostering agriculture among 
states by promoting a competitive spirit amongst the 
states.

Under Dairy Processing and Infrastructure 
Development Fund (DIDF), 22 sub-projects are 
approved as on January, 2019 with total estimated 
project cost of Rs 3147.22 crore

The Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare, Shri Radha Mohan Singh, has said that 
government is committed to doubling farmers’ 
income by 2022 by providing greater access to rural 
milk producers by strengthening dairy infrastructure 
in order to help generate year round income and 
gainful employment. Speaking on “Milk Processing 
Infrastructure in Dairy Cooperative Sector” at the 
Inter-Session Meeting of Consultative Committee 
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 
on 6th February, 2019 he said that the government 
is making efforts to strengthen infrastructure for 
production of quality milk, procurement, processing 
and marketing of milk and milk products through 
various Dairy Development Schemes, namely, 
National Programme for Dairy Development 
(NPDD), National Dairy Plan Phase-I (NDP-I) and 
Dairy Entrepreneurship Development Scheme 
(DEDS). Further, Dairy Processing and Infrastructure 
Development Fund (DIDF) has been set up with 
a corpus of Rs 8004 crore for setting up of chilling 
infrastructure and installation of electronic milk 
adulteration testing equipment at village level and 
creation/ modernisation/ expansion of processing 
infrastructure and manufacturing facilities for value 
added products.
 
 Shri Singh said that on January 22, 2019, 22 sub-
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Maharashtra. He informed that new schemes with 
soft loans from World Bank and Japan International 

 The Minister informed that the government is also 
formulating plans for creation of dairy infrastructure 
besides implementing the ongoing schemes for dairy 
development. The National Action Plan (NAP) 
for Dairy Development envisages increasing milk 
production to 254.5 Million MT by 2021-22 requiring 
an annual growth rate of 8.56% which would lead 
to increase in per capita availability of milk to 515 
grams per day by 2021-22 addressing the nutritional 
requirement of the growing population. He added 
that to do this, it has been targeted to increase the 
organised milk handling from present 21% to 41% 
by March, 2022, while increasing cooperative share 
from present 10% to 20%.

 Shri Singh informed that as a result of prudent 
policy intervention, India ranks first among the 
world’s milk producing nations, achieving an annual 
production of 176.35 million tonnes during 2017-18 
with an annual growth rate of 6.62%.  The per capita 
availability of milk has reached a level of 375 grams 
per day during 2017-18, which is more than the world 
average of around 294.2 grams per day. Growth in 
milk production is 23.8% during 2014-18 as compared 
to 2010-14.

CCEA approved creation of Agri-Market 
Infrastructure Fund for development and 
upgradation of Gramin Agriculture Markets

The Cabinet Committee of Economic Affairs, 
Chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
on 6th February, 2019, gave its approval for the 
creation of a corpus of Rs. 2000 crore for Agri-
Market Infrastructure Fund (AMIF) to be created 
with NABARD for development and up-gradation 
of agricultural marketing infrastructure in Gramin 
Agricultural Markets and Regulated Wholesale 
Markets.
 
 AMIF would provide the State/UT Governments 
subsidized loan for their proposal for developing 
marketing infrastructure in 585 Agriculture Produce 
Market Committees (APMCs) and 10,000 Grameen 
Agricultural Markets (GrAMs).  States may also access 
AMIF for innovative integrated market infrastructure 

private partnership mode.  In these GrAMs, physical 
and basic infrastructure would be strengthened using 
MGNREGA and other Government Schemes.
 
 After approval of AMIF Scheme, the interest 
subsidy would be provided by DACandFW to 
NABARD in alignment with annual budget releases 
during 2018-19 and 2019-20 as well as upto 2024-25.  
The Scheme, being demand driven, its progress is 

received from them.

The Cabinet approved establishment of Rashtriya 
Kamdhenu Aayog for conservation protection and 
development of cows and their progeny

The Union Cabinet, chaired, by the Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, approved the proposal for 
establishment of Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog for 
conservation protection and development of cows 
and their progeny.

Impact

The setting up of Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog would 
lead to conservation, protection and development 
of cattle population in the country including 
development and conservation of indigenous breeds.
It would result in increased growth of livestock sector 

small and marginal farmers.
 
 The Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog will work 
in collaboration with Veterinary, Animal Sciences 
or Agriculture University or departments or 
organizations of the Central/State Government 

and rearing of cow, organic manure, biogas, etc. 

The Cabinet approved Signing of Agreement 
between India and Ukraine for cooperation in 
Agriculture and Food Industry

The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi, has approved Signing of Agreement 
between the India and Ukrain for cooperation in 
agriculture and food industry.
 
 The proposed Agreement provides for 
cooperation in various fields of agriculture and 
food industry. A Joint Working Group comprising 
of representatives from both countries would be 
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constituted, the task of which would be to discuss 
and prepare plans of cooperation in identified 
sectors and to monitor the implementation of tasks 
determined by the Parties. The meetings of the 
Working Group should take place at least every two 
years, alternately in the Republic of India and in 
Ukraine. This Agreement should enter into force on 
the date of its signing and should remain in force for 

can be terminated after six months from the date of 

to terminate this Agreement.

The Cabinet approved MoU between India and 
Maldives for establishing mutual cooperation to 
improve the ecosystems for agri business

The Union Cabinet, on 6th February, 2019, accorded 
ex post facto approval to the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, India and 
the Ministry of Fisheries, Marine Resource and 
Agriculture, Maldives signed on 17th December, 
2018 during the State visit of President of Maldives 
to India.
 
 The MoU for establishing mutual cooperation 
to improve the ecosystem for agri business provides 

agribusiness, integrated farming system, irrigation, 
improved seeds, soil health management, research, 
capacity building of local agribusiness, enhancing 
knowledge of entrepreneurs in the areas of food 
security and nutrition, developing climate resilient 
agriculture system, establishing facilities to test 
pesticide residues, etc.
  
 Under the MoU, a Joint Working Group would 
be constituted to prepare plans of cooperation, 
implement the tasks determined by the Parties and 
to indicate the implementation of activities outlined.

Interstate trade on e-NAM platform gain momentum

Interstate trade of agricultural produce in wholesale 
mandis through National Agriculture Market 
(e-NAM) platform is gathering pace with the 
latest transaction taking place at Madhya Pradesh 
Mandsaur e-NAM mandi, which sold coriander to 

transaction is taking place at Maharashtra’s Akola 
e-NAM mandi, which sold green gram to Nokha 

transaction in tomatoes has been carried out between 
trader of Bareilly e-NAM APMC of Uttar Pradesh and 
farmer of Haldwani e-NAM APMC of Uttarakhand, 
followed by similar trade in groundnut between 
farmers of Gadwal mandi in Telangana and Trader 
of Kurnool mandi in Andhra Pradesh.

 So far, 21 e-NAM mandis of eight states, namely, 
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Andhra Pradesh, 

trade on e-NAM.  Apart from Uttarakhand and 
Uttar Pradesh, interstate trade also happened 

 136 interstate transactions and 14 commodities 
which include vegetables, pulses, cereals, oilseeds, 
spices, etc., have been traded under interstate trade 
through e-NAM platform in a short span of time. 

with more than one state, establishing trade link with 

e-NAM. Volume of interstate trade is also picking up 

system. Initially started with 25 commodities, e-trade 
facilities have been provided on 124 commodities 
with tradable parameters on e-NAM portal. Through 
interstate trade, farmers get better market access, 
more buyers/ traders and realise better prices for 
their produce. This online platform would prove to 
be a giant leap in reforming the agriculture market 
in India.

 Initially, trade on e-NAM started inside 
the individual e-NAM mandi, with farmers and 
traders of that mandi. After persuasive efforts by 
the Government, inter-mandi trade on e-NAM 
platform started within the state. Now inter-
mandi trade within e-NAM States is happening in 
196 mandis of 10 e-NAM states, namely, Andhra 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, 

Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

 e-NAM is a pan-India electronic trading 
(e-trading) portal which seeks to network the existing 
physically regulated wholesale market (known 
as APMC market) through a virtual platform to 
create a unified national market for agricultural 
commodities. e-NAM platform promotes better 
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marketing opportunities for the farmers to sell their 
produce through online, competitive and transparent 
price discovery system and online payment facility. 
It also promotes prices commensurate with quality 
of produce. The e-NAM portal provides a single 
window services for all APMC related information 
and services. This includes commodity arrivals, 
quality, prices, buy and sell offers, and e-payment 
settlement directly into farmers’ account, among 
other services. Farmers can access the information 
on e-NAM easily through their mobile phones 
from anywhere. This online trading platform aims 
at reducing transaction costs, bridging information 
asymmetry and help in expanding the market access 
for farmers.
 
 “Logistic providers” information is also being 
provided in the e-NAM portal to traders from outside 
the State, which would facilitate transportation of 
commodities after trading. An interstate dashboard 
on e-NAM platform has been developed to promote 
interstate trade among e-NAM States.

The advanced crop varieties and techniques 
developed by Indian Agricultural Research 
Institute (IARI) have played an important role in 
strengthening the economy and enhancing the lives 
of farmers: Shri Radha Mohan Singh

The Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister, 
Shri Radha Mohan Singh, said that in the last four and 
half years, the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare has taken several steps and started various 
schemes to transform Indian agriculture like neem-

Har Khet Ko Pani, e-NAM, strengthening of Gramin 
Haat, Rashtriya Gokul Mission, MSP, income support 
of Rs 6000 to farmers, KCC for Animal husbandry 

department for Fisheries, etc.

 Speaking on the occasion of 57th convocation 
ceremony of Indian Agriculture Research Institute 
(IARI) on 8th February, 2019, he said that by 2050, 
the population of the country would increase to 
166 crore and there is immense potential for food 

academic building was inaugurated on Jan 27, 2019 
after the Prime Minister laid the foundation stone 
on June 28, 2015. The IARI-Assam would also be 
operational soon.

 Shri Singh added that the advanced crop 
varieties and techniques developed by the Institute 
have played an important role in strengthening the 
economy and enhancing the lives of farmers. 'Pusa 
Basmati 1121' developed by the Institute has earned 
foreign exchange worth more than Rs 1.7 lakh crore 
in the last ten years. Recently, 'Pusa Basmati 1718', 
a better variety of Pusa Basmati 1121, has been 
developed which is resistant to bacterial leaf scorch. 
Similarly, IARI Wheat varieties (HD 2967 and HD 
3086), which are spread over 10 million hectares of 
the country's covered wheat area, is accelerating 
growth in wheat production. There has also been a 
remarkable progress in developing high yielding, 
disease-resistant and nutritious varieties of maize, 

 He praised IARI, New Delhi for developing 
neem-coated urea. Government of India has made 
use of neem-coated urea mandatory. It increases 

uncoated urea thereby saving 10% urea. The Minister 

Model has proved important in expansion program 
of IARI technologies. Under the "Mera Gaon - Mera 
Gaurav" initiative, the institute has adopted more 
than 600 villages in and around Delhi-NCR, where 
scientists regularly share technology with farmers.

Suggestion by Commission for Agricultural Costs and 
Prices (CACP) pertaining to the MSP

Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices 
(CACP), in its Price Policy report for Kharif Crops 
for 2018-19 season, suggested bringing a legislation 
conferring on farmers the ‘Right to Sell at MSP’ to 

is not sold/ procured below Minimum Support Price 
(MSP) and farmers are not exploited by traders.
 
 Government has increased MSPs substantially 
for all mandated crops including paddy for the season 
2018-19. MSP of paddy (common) has been increased 

Rs 1770 per quintal for 2018-19 season which provide 
adequate return over cost of production.The National 
Commission on Farmers (NCF) headed by Dr. M. S. 
Swaminathan recommended that the MSP should be 
at least 50 percent more than the weighted average cost 
of production. However, when the National Policy for 

providing 50 percent returns over cost of production 
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was not included. Dr.  M. S. Swaminathan, in his 
Report on NCF, had discussed different dimensions 

on Farmers, the then Government had accepted the 
current established methods.
 
 The Union Budget for 2018-19 had announced 
the pre-determined principle to keep MSP at 
levels of one and half times the cost of production. 
Accordingly, Government has increased MSPs for all 
mandated crops with a return of at least 50 percent 
over cost of production for the season 2018-19. This 
decision of the Government was also a historic one as 

a level of 50 percent return over cost of production. 

KUSUM Scheme

The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 

Utthaan Mahabhiyan (KUSUM)’. The Scheme is 
currently under the process of seeking approval.
 
The proposal on KUSUM Scheme provides for:-

(i)   Installation of grid-connected solar power plants 
each of capacity up to 2 MW in the rural areas;

(ii)   Installation of standalone off-grid solar water 

connected to grid; and

(iii)   Solarisation of existing grid-connected agriculture 
pumps to make farmers independent of grid 
supply and also enable them to sell surplus 
solar power generated to DISCOM and get extra 
income.

Use of space technology in agriculture sector

The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 
has been pro-active in using the space technology 
in agricultural sector. The Ministry, since early 80s 

Indian Space Research Organisation developed 
methodologies for Crop Production Forecasting. 
The Department of Agriculture, Cooperation 
and Farmers Welfare established a Centre, called 
Mahalanobis National Crop Forecast Centre, in 
2012, for operationalisation of the space technology 
developed in the Indian Space Research Organization, 
for crop production forecasting. The Department 
has another centre called Soil and Land Use Survey 

of India, which uses satellite data for soil resources 
mapping. Currently, the Department is using space 
technology for its various programmes/ areas, such 
as, Forecasting Agricultural Output using Space, 
Agro-meteorology and Land-based Observations 

Horticulture Assessment and Management using 

Agricultural Drought Assessment and Monitoring 
System (NADAMS), Rice-Fallow Area Mapping and 

and Crop Insurance.           
 
 The space technology helps getting fast and 
unbiased information about the crop situation in the 
country. It provides digital data, which is amenable 
to various analyses. Because of its synoptic view, it 
provides images of the whole country in a very short 
duration. Hence, this data can be used for various 
programmes, which need information on crop type, 
crop area estimates, crop condition, crop damages, 
crop growth, etc.
 
 The Department of Agriculture, Cooperation 
and Farmers Welfare had launched KISAN [C(K)
rop Insurance using Space technology And 

sensing data for optimum crop cutting experiment 
planning and improving yield estimation. Under this  

of 4 States, viz., Haryana, Karnataka, Maharashtra 
and Madhya Pradesh. The study provided many 
useful inputs [for smart sampling, yield estimation, 
optimum number of Crop Cutting Experiments 

Operating Procedures  for use of satellite data in the 
revised guidelines of Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 

 The Department is carrying out a large number 
of pilot studies, through government and non-
government agencies for use of space technology in 

The Department is also using satellite remote sensing 
data for monitoring agricultural situation of 29 double 
risk districts.

Agricultural loan target

The Government with a view to enhance the 
production and productivity in agriculture sector, 
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announces Agriculture Credit Flow Targets every 
year and these targets have consistently been 
surpassed by the banks. The details of Agriculture 
Credit Flow Targets and achievement along with 
number of accounts thereon during the last 3 years 
(2015-16 to 2017-18) are given as under:

(Amount in Rs. Crore  and accounts in lakh)

Year Target Achievement No. of 
Accounts

2015-16 8,50,000 9,15,510 899.06
2016-17 9,00,000 10,65,755 1070.68
2017-18 10,00,000 11,68,503* 1139.13

* Provisional
# Data Source : Data submitted by banks in ENSURE 
portal of NABARD in respect of Cooperative and Regional 
Rural Banks and data furnished by  Banks through mail 
in respect of Commercial Banks.

 The Agriculture Credit Flow Target for 2018-19 

target, as reported by NABARD, the disbursement 
by Banks till September, 2018 is Rs. 6,45,205 crore.

Minimum Support Price for raw jute for 2019-20 
season hiked to Rs.3950/- from Rs.3700/- per quintal 
by the Cabinet

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired 
by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, its 
approval for the increase in the Minimum Support 

 
 The Minimum Support Price (MSP) for Fair 

to Rs.3950/- per quintal for 2019-20 season from Rs. 
3700/- per quintal in 2018-19 season.

Impact

The MSP would yield returns of 55.81 percent over 
the all India weighted average cost of production. The 

minimum prices to the farmers and step up investment 
in Jute cultivation and thereby production and 
productivity in the country.

Nodal Agency

The Jute Corporation of India would continue to act 
as Central Nodal Agency to undertake price support 
operations at the MSP in the Jute growing states.

Background

The increased MSP is based on recommendations 
of Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices 
(CACP) which while recommending MSP takes into 
account the cost of production, overall demand-
supply, domestic and international prices, inter-crop 
price parity, terms of trade between agricultural and 
non-agricultural sectors and the likely impact of MSP 
on user industries and a minimum 50% as the margin 
over the weighted average cost of production.

The Cabinet approved Proposal for leasing out 
of 1.61 acres of land at Alipur, Delhi, owned by 
Delhi Milk Scheme to Small Farmers Agribusiness 
Consortium for setting up of Kisan Mandi

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi, approved the proposal for leasing 
out 1.61 acres of land bearing khasara No.91/15 
located at Alipur Delhi, owned by Delhi Milk Scheme 
to Small Farmers Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) 
for setting up of KisanMandi.
 
 The lease would be for a period of 30 years with 
effect from 10.09.2014 to 09.09.2044, with the lease rent 
of Rs.100/- per month with annual increase of 10% 
per annum from 10.09.2014. The lease rent would be 
payable in advance for whole year in the beginning 
of the calendar year latest by 31st January.

Impact

The setting up the KisanMandi by SFAC, which 
would, provide as an additional, marketing channel/ 
platform to FPOs and Growers Association for direct 
sale of fruits and vegetables to whole sale and retail 

well as consumers of the country.

Highlights of the Kisan Mandi

i. Only registered FPOs/Grower Associations 
(GAs) would be allowed to offer fresh produce 
for sale on this platform.

ii. Organisation, retailers, wholesalers, hotels 
and catering institutions, Resident Welfare 
Association (RWAs) and ordinary consumers 
can buy from this platform, with no agents / 
middlemen involved.

iii. There would be no commission charged on the 
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transactions in the Kisan Mandi either from 
sellers or buyers, FPOs would pay a small 
service charge for the use of facilities such as 
godowns, cold stores, etc.

iv. Kisan Mandi would also offer direct supply 
through retail outlets on a franchises model.  A 
beginning would be made by offering staple 
produce such as potato and onion through 
selected kiosks of the Delhi Milk Scheme. The 
KisanMandi would also have provision for 
online sales and direct marketing through call 
centre, etc.

The Agricultural Science Congress marks the 
confluence of researchers, intellectuals and the 
custodians of global food security: Shri Radha 
Mohan Singh

The Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister, 
Shri Radha Mohan Singh, said that the Agricultural 

intellectuals, creativity and the custodians of global 
food security. In his inaugural address of the 14th 
Agricultural Science Congress held on 20th February, 
2019, he said that it is nothing short of an Agri-
Research Kumbh. He stated the churning of science, 
technology and knowledge outcomes during this 
Congress would be of immense value to the welfare 
of farmers as well as humanity. He added that the 
government recently announced a new scheme 
called PM-KISAN for assured income support to the 
farmers. The scheme is being implemented with effect 
from December 2018. A direct income support of Rs 
6,000 per annum to the farmers will be provided. 
Around 12 crore farming families will be directly 

 Shri Singh appreciated the role of ICAR in 

issues of climate change through the KVKs, adding 
that the “Soil Health Card Scheme” has been launched 

of inputs without deteriorating soil health further. 
Shri Singh further said that the IARI has developed 
‘Pusa Soil Testing and Fertilizer Recommendation 
Meter’ for facilitating the reach of soil testing at the 
farmers’ doorstep. During the last 4 and half years, 
1014 varieties of different crops were developed 
among which more than 800 varieties are tolerant/ 
resistant to biotic and abiotic stresses.

 He expressed pride in the IARI celebrating 50 

initiative on application of remote sensing technology 
was attempted way back in 1969 by IARI along with 
ISRO and NASA for the early diagnosis of root (wilt) 
disease in coconut at Kayamkulam, Kerala.

 The Minister said that value-addition to 
agricultural production is one of the solutions for 
improving farmers' income. The implementation of 

supply chain management. It would not only provide 
a big boost to the growth of food processing sector in 
the country but also help in providing better prices 
to farmers and is a big step towards doubling of 
farmers’ income. He further said that the agri-based 
start-ups and entrepreneurship development need to 
be promoted and the Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) 
including Self-Employment and Talent Utilization 
(SETU) is government’s endeavour to promote 
a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship. 
Innovations would play a critical role in developing 
solutions and pathways for addressing the agrarian 
challenges.

National Rice Research Institute (NRRI) released 
two high-protein and two climate-smart varieties, 
and is working on developing and popularizing 
super-yielding varieties and agro-technologies

The Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare, Shri Radha Mohan Singh, inaugurated 
Central Genomics and Quality Laboratory facility 
at ICAR - National Rice Research Institute (NRRI) in 
Cuttack (Odisha) on 26th February, 2019. He praised 
the NRRI for its stellar role in the development of 
agriculture not only in Eastern region but also at the 
national front. Since its inception in 1946, the Institute 
contributed immensely to country's Green Revolution 
and steered groundbreaking research in development 
of high-yield rice varieties thereby helping achieve 

 
 Shri Singh said that for ensuring nutritional 

recently released two high-protein rice varieties (CR 
Dhan 310, CR Dhan 311) and two climate-smart 
varieties (CR Dhan 801 and CR Dhan 802), which are 
tolerant to both submergence and drought and few 
biotic stresses to face the challenges of climate change. 
He added that the Institute is working on developing 
and popularizing super-yielding varieties and agro-
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climate resilience and sustainability of rice farming.
 
 He said that the NRRI is the nodal agency 
for planning, implementation and monitoring 
of Bringing Green Revolution in Eastern India 
(BGREI) programme which is being implemented 
in 118 districts of seven Eastern states. With its 
implementation, more than 25% of yield increase 
has been recorded in the states of Assam, Bihar and 
Chhatisgarh, whereas 12-15% yield increase has 
been reported in Odisha, West Bengal, Jharkhand 
and Eastern UP.  Shri Singh congratulated NRRI for 
developing Mobile App ‘riceXpert’ which is helping 
in providing information to farmers in real time 
besides facilitating the flow of information from 
scientist to farmers.

National Cooperative Development Corporation 
(NCDC) new scheme ‘Yuva Sahakar’, launched 
in November 2018 is giving wings to young 
entrepreneurs in cooperatives: Shri Radha Mohan 
Singh
 
The Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister, 
Shri Radha Mohan Singh, said that the National 
Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC) 
has played a crucial role in promoting cooperative 
development in the country by progressively 

on the occasion of 84th General Council meeting of 
NCDC held on 27th February, 2019, he said that the 

19 has already achieved an all time high release of 
over Rs. 25,000 crore which is 210% of the current 
year target. It has registered a remarkable increase 

years (2009-10 to 2013-14). It is a matter of pride that 
net NPA of the corporation is maintained at ‘Zero’ 
with recovery rate being over 98%.
 
 Shri Singh added that the NCDC has been 
proactive in delivering innovative solutions for 
the cooperative sector. NCDC’s new scheme ‘Yuva 
Sahakar’ was launched in November 2018 for giving 
wings to young entrepreneurs in cooperatives. Newly 
formed cooperatives would be able to take advantage 
of the ‘Cooperative Start up and Innovation Fund’ 
created by NCDC with liberalized assistance 
for cooperatives in the North Eastern Region, 
Cooperatives registered and operating in Aspirational 
Districts, cooperatives with 100% Women/SC/ST/

Person with Disability (PwD) members.
 
 He said that the New Agriculture Export 
Policy has been announced by the government. 
As part of the initiative, NCDC and Agricultural 
and Processed Food Products Export Development 

of cooperation and entered into an MoU. This 
collaboration would facilitate in providing better 
value to the stakeholders in agri and allied sectors 
through a variety of activities including focus on 
export in line with the policies of the Government.

 The Minister informed that the NCDC will 
organize a first of its kind ‘India International 
Cooperative Trade Fair’ in October, 2019 in New Delhi.  
The Cooperative Trade Fair will provide platform for 
sale, market, product display, conferences, buyer-
seller meet, networking, policy advocacy, etc., to 
national and international cooperatives and related 
institutions.

Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and 
Farmers Welfare released the 2nd Advance 
Estimates of production of major crops for 2018-19

crops for 2018-19 was released by the Department 
of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare 
on 28th February, 2019. The cumulative rainfall in 
the country during the monsoon season (June to 
September, 2018) has been 9% lower than Long Period 
Average (LPA). The cumulative rainfall in North West 
India, Central India and South Peninsula during the 
aforesaid period has been overall normal. Most of the 

monsoon rainfall. Accordingly, the production of 
most of the crops for the agricultural year 2018-19 has 
been estimated higher than their normal production. 

 As per 2nd Advance Estimates, the estimated 

Foodgrains

Pulses
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Oilseeds

Cotton

Jute and Mesta -10.07 million bales (of 180 kg each)

Sugarcane
 
 As per Second Advance Estimates for 2018-19, 
total foodgrain production in the country is estimated 
at 281.37 million tonnes which is higher by 3.89 
million tonnes than the production of foodgrain of 
277.49 million tonnes in 2nd Advance Estimates of 
2017-18. Further, the production during 2018-19 is 
higher by 15.63 million tonnes than the previous 

of foodgrain.
 
 Total production of rice during 2018-19 is 
estimated at record 115.60 million tonnes. Production 
of rice has increased by 4.59 million tonnes than the 
production of 111.01 million tonnes in 2nd Advance 
Estimates of 2017-18. It is also higher by 7.80 million 

107.80 million tonnes.
 
  Production of wheat, estimated at 99.12 million 
tonnes, is higher by 2.01 million tonnes as compared 
to wheat production of 97.11 million tonnes in 
2nd Advance Estimates of 2017-18. Further, the 
production of wheat during 2018-19 is higher by 4.51 
million tonnes than the average wheat production of 
94.61 million tonnes.

 
 Production of nutri / coarse cereals estimated at 
42.64 million tonnes is lower by 2.78 million tonnes 
than the production of 45.42 million tonnes in 2nd 
Advance Estimates of 2017-18. Further, it is also lower 
by 0.45 million tonnes than the average production.
 
 Total pulses production during 2018-19 is 
estimated at 24.02 million tonnes which is marginally 
higher by 0.08 million tonnes than the previous year’s 
2nd Advance Estimates of 23.95 million tonnes.  
However, the production of pulses during 2018-19 

average production of 20.26 million tonnes.
 
 Total oilseeds production in the country during 
2018-19 is estimated at 31.50 million tonnes which is 
higher by 1.62 million tonnes than the production 
of 29.88 million tonnes in 2nd Advance Estimates of 
2017-18. Further, the production of oilseeds during 
2018-19 is higher by 1.85 million tonnes than the 
average oilseeds production.
 
 With an increase by 27.61 million tonnes over 
2017-18 (as per 2nd Advance Estimates), total 
production of sugarcane in the country during 2018-
19 is estimated at 380.83 million tonnes. Further, the 
production of sugarcane during 2018-19 is higher 
by 31.05 million tonnes than the average sugarcane 
production of 349.78 million tonnes.
  
 Production of cotton estimated at 30.09 million 
bales (of 170 kg each) is lower than the production 
of 33.92 million bales in 2nd Advance Estimates of 

at 10.07 million bales (of 180 kg each).
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Trends in Foodgrains Prices 

Based on Wholesale Price Index (WPI) (2011-12=100), 
WPI for pulses, foodgrains, cereals, wheat and 
paddy increased by 7.55 percent,7.83 percent, 7.95 
percent, 9.94 percent and 2.93 percent, respectively, 
in January, 2019 over January, 2018. 
 
 The WPI for pulses, foodgrains, cereals, 
wheat and paddy increased by 0.66 percent, 1.00 
percent, 1.11 percent, 1.31 percent and 0.06 percent, 
respectively, in January, 2019 over December, 2018.

Rainfall Situation

Cumulative winter season rainfall for the country 
as a whole during the period 1st January to 27th 
February, 2019 has been 22% higher than the Long 
Period Average (LPA). Rainfall in the four broad 
geographical divisions of the country during the 
above period has been higher than LPA by 60% in 
North-West India but lower than LPA by 33% in 
Central India, by 32% in East & North East India and 
by15% in South Peninsula.
 
 During the period of 1.01.2019 to 27.02.2019, 
out of total 36 meteorological sub-divisions, 12 
sub-divisions received large excess/excess rainfall, 
4 sub-divisions received normal rainfall, 18 sub-

sub-divisions received no rainfall.

Water Storage in Major Reservoirs

reservoirs in the country which have total live 
capacity of 161.99 Billion Cubic Metre (BCM) at Full 
Reservoir Level (FRL). Current live storage in these 
reservoirs (as on 28th February, 2019) was 65.54 
BCM as against 58.28 BCM on 28.02.2018 (last year) 
and 62.95 BCM of normal storage (average storage 
of last 10 years). Current year’s storage is 112% of 
last year’s storage and 104% of the normal storage.

Sowing Position during Rabi 2018

As per 2nd Advance Estimates 2018-19, around 96% 
of the normal area under Rabi crops has been sown.  
Total area sown under Rabi crops in the country has 
been reported to be 604.29 lakh hectares as compared 

General  Survey of Agriculture
2017-18. This year’s area coverage so far is lower 
by 23.8 lakh ha than the area coverage during the 
corresponding period of last year. 
 
 A statement indicating comparative position 

Rabi season vis-á-vis the coverage during the 
corresponding period of last year is given in the 
Table 1.

Economic Growth 

As per the second advance estimate of national 
income, the growth of real Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) for 2018-19 is estimated to be 7.0 percent. The 
growth rates of GDP at constant prices for the years 
2015-16, 2016-17 and 2017-18 were 8.0 percent, 8.2 
percent and 7.2 percent, respectively (Table 2). The 
growth of GDP at constant prices for third quarter 
(Q3) of 2018-19 was 6.6 percent, as compared to 7.0 
percent in second quarter (Q2) of 2018-19 and 7.7 
percent in Q3 of the last year (Table 3). 

at current prices in 2018-19 is estimated to be 70.7 
percent, as compared to 70.0 percent in 2017-18. The 

formation to GDP) is estimated to be 28.9 percent 
in 2018-19, as compared to 28.6 percent in 2017-18. 

10.0 percent in 2018-19, as compared to 9.3 percent 
in 2017-18. 
  
 The saving rate (ratio of gross saving to GDP) 
for the year 2017-18 was 30.5 percent, as compared 
to 30.3 percent in 2016-17. The investment rate (ratio 
of Gross Capital Formation to GDP) was 32.3 percent 
in 2017-18, as compared to 30.9 percent in 2016-17. 
 
 The growth of Gross Value Added (GVA) at 
constant basic prices for the year 2018-19 is estimated 
to be 6.8 percent, as compared to 6.9 percent in 2017-
18. The growth rate of agriculture, industry and 
services sectors is estimated to be 2.7 percent, 7.7 
percent and 7.4 percent, respectively, in 2018-19.

Procurement

Procurement of rice as on 31st January, 2019 during 
Kharif Marketing Season 2018-19 was 32.9 million 
tonnes and procurement of wheat during Rabi 
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Marketing Season 2018-19 was 35.8 million tonnes 
(Table 4). 

Off-take

The off-take of rice under all schemes during the 
month of December, 2018 has been 29.8 lakh tonnes. 
This comprises 24.9 lakh tonnes under TPDS/
NFSA (off-take against the allocation for the month 
of January, 2019) and 4.8 lakh tonnes under other 
schemes. In respect of wheat, the total off-take has 
been 35.8 lakh tonnes comprising of 17.7 lakh tonnes 

under TPDS/NFSA (off-take against the allocation 
for the month of January 2019) and 18.1 lakh tonnes 
under other schemes. The cumulative off-take of 
foodgrains during 2018-19 is 51.2 million tonnes 
(Table 5).

Stocks

Total stocks of rice and wheat held by FCI as on 1st 
February, 2019 was 64.6 million tonnes, as compared 
to 51.5 million tonnes as on 1st February, 2018 (Table 
6).

TABLE 1: ALL INDIA RABI CROP SITUATION-2 ND ADV. EST. ( 2018-2019) VIS-à-VIS FINAL (2017-18)
                          (Area in Lakh hectares)

Crop Name Normal 
Area

Area sown Absolute 
Change over 

(+/-)

% Change 
over

2nd Adv. Est.
( 2018-19)

%of 
Normal

Final Eat. 
( 2017-18)

Last Year Last Year

Wheat 306.29 290.83 95.0 296.51 -5.7 -1.9
Rice 41.60 39.57 95.1 44.25 -4.7 -10.6
Jowar 37.40 24.54 65.6 29.65 -5.1 -17.2
Maize 16.51 15.87 96.1 19.46 -3.6 -18.4
Barley 6.64 7.25 109.2 6.61 0.6 9.7
Total Coarse Cereals 60.55 47.66 78.7 55.72 -8.1 -14.5
Total Cereals 408.44 378.06 92.6 396.47 -18.4 -4.6
Gram 89.45 96.75 108.2 105.60 -8.9 -8.4
Urad 8.14 9.14 112.3 9.29 -0.1 -1.6
Moong 9.62 9.42 98.0 9.83 -0.4 -4.2
Others 33.63 35.46 105.4 34.00 1.4 4.0
Total Pulses 140.84 150.76 107.0 158.80 -8.0 -5.1
Total Foodgrains 549.28 528.83 96.3 555.27 -26.4 -4.8
Rapeseed & Mustard 61.25 62.38 101.8 59.77 2.6 4.4
Groundnut 7.85 7.90 100.7 7.46 0.4 6.0

1.62 0.44 27.0 0.82 -0.4 -46.7
3.68 1.70 46.1 1.48 0.2 14.5

Linseed 2.93 3.05 104.1 3.26 -0.2 -6.5
Total Oilseed (Nine) 80.36 75.47 93.9 72.79 2.7 3.7
All-Crops 629.64 604.29 96.0 628.07 -23.8 -3.8

Source : Crops & TMOP Division, DAC&FW
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TABLE 2: GROWTH OF GVA AT BASIC PRICES BY ECONOMIC ACTIVITY AND GDP AT MARKET PRICES (PERCENT)

Sectors

Growth Rate at Constant
(2011-12) Prices (%)

Share in GVA at Current
Prices (%)

2016-17
2nd RE

2017-18
1st RE

2018-19
2nd AE

2016-17 
2nd RE

2017-18
1st RE

2018-19
2nd AE

6.3 5.0 2.7 17.9 17.2 16.0
Industry 7.7 5.9 7.7 29.4 29.3 29.8

Mining & quarrying 9.5 5.1 1.2 2.3 2.3 2.4
Manufacturing 7.9 5.9 8.1 16.8 16.4 16.6
Electricity, gas, water supply &   other 
utility services 10.0 8.6 8.0 2.5 2.7 2.8

Construction 6.1 5.6 8.9 7.8 7.8 8.0
Services 8.4 8.1 7.4 52.7 53.5 54.2

Trade, Hotel, Transport Storage 7.7 7.8 6.8 18.2 18.2 18.3
Financial , real estate & prof    services 8.7 6.2 7.3 20.9 21.0 21.3
Public Administration, defence and 
other services 9.2 11.9 8.5 13.6 14.3 14.6

GVA at basic prices 7.9 6.9 6.8 100.0 100.0 100.0
GDP at market prices 8.2 7.2 7.0 --- --- ---
Source: Central Statistics Of ce (CSO).
Notes:  2nd RE: Second Revised Estimates, 1st RE: First Revised Estimates, 2nd AE: Second Advace Estimates..

TABLE 3: QUARTER-WISE GROWTH OF GVA AND GDPAT CONSTANT (2011-12) PRICES (PERCENT)

Sectors
2017-18 2018-19

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q1 Q2 Q3

4.2 4.5 4.6 5.1 4.2 2.7
Industry 0.8 6.9 8.0 10.0 6.7 7.1

Mining & quarrying 2.9 10.8 4.5 0.4 -2.1 1.3
Manufacturing -1.7 7.1 8.6 12.4 6.9 6.7
Electricity, gas ,water supply & other utility 
services 8.6 9.2 7.5 6.7 8.7 8.2

Construction 3.3 4.8 8.0 9.6 8.5 9.6
Services 9.4 6.8 8.0 7.2 7.4 7.2

Trade, hotels, transport, communication and 
services related to broadcasting 8.3 8.3 8.3 7.8 6.9 6.9

Financial, real estate & professional services 7.8 4.8 6.8 6.6 7.2 7.3
Public administration, defence and Other 
Services 14.8 8.8 9.2 7.6 8.7 7.6

GVA at Basic Price 5.9 6.6 7.3 7.8 6.8 6.3
GDP at market prices 6.0 6.8 7.7 8.0 7.0 6.6
Source: (CSO).
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TABLE 4: PROCUREMENT OF CROPS (MILLION TONNES)

Crops 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

Rice# 34.0 31.8 32.0 34.2 38.1 38.2 32.9* 

Wheat@ 38.2 25.1 28.0 28.1 23.0 30.8 35.8 

Total 72.2 56.9 60.0 62.3 61.1 69.0 68.7 

Source: FCI and DFPD, M/o Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution.
Notes: * Procurement of rice as on 31.01.2019. 
            # : Kharif Marketing Season (October-September), @ Rabi Marketing Season (April-March)

TABLE 5:  OFF-TAKE OF FOODGRAINS (MILLION TONNES)

Crops 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 *

Rice 29.2 30.7 31.8 32.8 35.0 27.9

Wheat 30.6 25.2 31.8 29.1 25.3 23.3

Total 
(Rice & Wheat)

59.8 55.9 63.6 61.9 60.3 51.2

Source: DFPD, M/o Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution.
Note: *upto December 2018.

TABLE 6: STOCKS OF FOODGRAINS (MILLION TONNES)

Crops 1st February 2018 1st February 2019

1. Rice 19.9 22.8

2. Unmilled Paddy# 21.0 26.7

3. Converted Unmilled Paddy in terms of Rice 14.1 17.9

4. Wheat 17.5 23.9

Total (Rice & Wheat)(1+3+4) 51.5 64.6

Source: FCI.
Note: # Since September, 2013, FCI gives separate gures for rice and unmilled paddy lying with FCI & state agencies in terms of rice.
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Abstract

In this article, we have analy ed the determinants of crop diversi cation using primary data collected from 100 
groundwater irrigated farmers of Karnataka. Initially, a Crop Diversi cation Inde  (CDI) was estimated to 

understand the e tent of crop diversi cation. The results indicate that the average CDI is 0. 1, indicating a moderate 
level of crop diversi cation. Secondly, a Tobit regression was used to analy e the relationship between the CDI and 
various individual farm characteristics. Our results further show that farm size, area under annual and perennial 
crops, net irrigated area and net return per acre signi cantly in uenced the CDI value per farm. Furthermore, 
farmers in the study region have diversi ed high value crops to reduce price and production risk. Such results provide 
crucial information for the policy makers/government in framing suitable policies for promoting crop diversi cation 
considering various agro-climatic factors and natural resource base.

Keywords: Crop Diversi cation, Determinants, Tobit regression, Karnataka.

1. Introduction

In order to meet the needs of a growing population 
and the globalized agriculture market, many 
countries in South-East Asia, and in particular 

typically done by cultivating high value crops such 

productivity per hectare and general income 
(Ruma, 2008; Malik and Singh, 2002).  In terms of 

cultivating a larger variety of crops on a given piece 
of land (Jha et al., 2009). Farmers are willing to adopt 

income, generate employment and conserve natural 
resources, particularly in terms of soil and water 
resources (Pingali and Rosegrant, 1995; Jha et.al., 

crops with differing nutrient requirements can use 
the soil resources more optimally. Farmers also apply 
varying quantity of fertilizers to different crops, 
which ultimately result in more balanced fertilizer 
application (Hazra, 2000). Additionally, farmers 

income sources and subsequently, allowing them 
to spread risk and smooth household consumption 
patterns (Ellis, 1998; Nel and Loubser, 2004). 
 
 In Karnataka, agriculture is mainly dependent 
on rainfall, as two-thirds of geographical area is arid 
and semi-arid and is prone to frequent droughts 
(Government of Karnataka, 2010). Farm households 
in the state are exposed to a variety of risks which 
include harvest failure as a result of drought, frost, 

resource risks that arise from the biophysical and 
socio-economic environment in which they operate. 
A lack of institutional innovations, such as credit 
and insurance schemes, makes individual risk 

small farmers. In an effort to adapt to the risky 
environment, small holders make certain production 
and resource allocation decisions and employ 
various risk mitigating strategies. In this regard, crop 

scarcity, natural disasters and successive droughts 
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(Niroula and Thapa, 2005; Nel and Loubser, 2004). 

empirical studies using farm household data to 
empirically understand the factors that determine 

for smallholder farms. This paper is organized into 
three Sections. Section 1 describes the data collection, 
methodology and variables used in the Tobit model. 
Section 2 provides results and discussion. Finally, 
Section 3 presents the concluding remarks.

2. Data and Methodology

Primary data was collected from 100 randomly 
selected groundwater irrigated farms located in 
Chikkaballapur taluk of Karnataka for the agriculture 
year 2009-10. The taluk is located in the Eastern 
Dry Zone of Karnataka. The total annual rainfall 
in the taluk is 762 mm and more than 90 percent of 
the irrigated area is under groundwater irrigation 
(Government of Karnataka, 2010). Additionally, 
the region is dominated by intensive groundwater 
extraction in part due to electricity subsidies and 
demand for high value produce from the megacity 
of Bangalore. 
 
 Information pertaining to family size, land 
holding, agricultural labor, land fragmentation, area 
under irrigation, type of irrigation, livestock owned, 
sources of income, cropping pattern and productivity 
were collected from the sample farmers. The extent 

(HI) is a measure of crop concentration and is 
estimated by summing the square of all 'n' area 
proportions occupied by crops in the total cropped 
area. The value of ‘HI’ varies from zero to one. It 
takes the value of one when there is complete 
specialization and approaches zero when the number 

HI is estimated using Equation 1:

  p2
i                                              ………….. (1)

where Pi = proportion of ith crop, which is estimated 

using the equation: Pi =      Ai

                  n
i=1

A
i'

where Ai  = area under ith crop in acres,       =  total 
cropped area in acres,  i  = 1,2,3…….'n' number of 
crops.

In the second step, CDI was estimated using 
Equation 2:

CDI = (1- HI)                                                      …………… (2)

 The CDI has a direct relationship with the 

specialization, and moving towards one indicates 
increase in number of enterprises. It is also measured 
based on acreage proportion.

other farm characteristics. In order to understand 

model was used. This type of model is used since 

Tobit model for estimating the determinants of crop 

yi i i                                 …………… (3)

 where yi* is a latent variable (unobserved 
for values smaller than 0 and greater than 1) 

i is a vector 
of explanatory variable which includes family size, 
farm size, number of land fragments, area under 
annuals and perennials, net irrigated area, net return 
per acre, functioning well, drip irrigation, irrigation 
intensity and dairy income. Most of the variables are 

literature and some new variables such as area 
under annuals and perennials, net return per acre, 
functioning well and drip irrigation (dummy 
variable) are also included as explanatory variables 
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i is a disturbance term. 

observed dependent variable, the two limit Tobit 

 
 

 The model is estimated using a maximum 
likelihood procedure and parameters are estimated 
for CD indices. The likelihood ratio, chi-square and 
the corresponding p-value were used as a measure 

3. Results and Discussion

Descriptive Statistics on Variables used in the 
Tobit Model

 The descriptive statistics on variables used 
in the Tobit model are presented in Table 1. 

the study region, with 87 percent of the sample 
farms cultivating more than a single crop. But the 
average CD index is 0.51 indicating the presence of 

of the farms fall in the range between 80 and 100% 
CD index. While this percentage is 42 %, 34%,  5% 
and 15% with respect to the following categories, 
61-80%, 41-60%, 21-40% and 0-20%, respectively.  
This distribution is clearly visible in Figure 1 which 
depicts the cumulative distribution of CD indices of 
the farms. It is observed that the farmers in the study 
region have grown high value crops by adopting 

the megacity Bangalore as well as to reduce the 

mainly include raising various vegetable crops 
across seasons or within a season or combination of 
annuals and perennials with the vegetable crops.

……………(4)=
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Figure 1: Cumulative Distribution of CD Indices

 Family size is considered as one of the most 
important indicators of socio-economic status. 
The average family size of sample farmers is six 
members, which indicates availability of human 
labor for agriculture. Size of the land holdings is also 
an indicator of socio-economic status in addition 
to the family size. The average land holding of 
the sample farmers (4.76 acres) is more than the 
Karnataka state average (4.03 acres). It is interesting 
to note that farmers’ minimum and maximum farm 
size is 0.5 acres and 25 acres, respectively. Such 

by the higher value of standard deviation (4.23 
acres). Land fragmentation might also promote crop 

due to the larger land fragments having different 
soil types, soil fertility and groundwater availability. 
Additionally, farmers might diversify on fragmented 
land in order to manage the production and price 
risk. A farmer is considered to have fragmented 
land if he/she has more than one agricultural plot 
at different locations within the same village or in 
the neighboring villages. Average number of land 
fragment is 1.14 indicating lower land fragmentation 
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status of farmers. 
 
 Area under net irrigation encourages them 
in cultivating variety of crops. The average net 
irrigated area of sample farmers is 2.16 acres and 
gross cropped area is 409 acres. Cropping pattern 
in the irrigated land is shown in Figure 2. Out of 
the total gross irrigated area of 306 acres, mulberry 
(23 percent) (giving best returns, host plant of silk 
worms), grape (19 percent), tomato (18 percent), 

However, farmers also grow other crops (15 percent) 

millet, banana, guards, arecanut and beetroot but on 
smaller scale. Many farmers have grown mulberry, 
because mulberry requires less water and generates 
stable income throughout the year. Farmers grow 
more than two irrigated crops per year due to the 
food demand from the megacity of Bangalore. Out 

(23 percent) and eucalyptus (4 percent). Most of the 

food of the region in addition to rice.

Grapes
19%

Tomato
18%

Cauliflower
7%

Carrot
6%

Potato
6%

Beans
6%

Other crops
15% Mulberry

23%

 The average net return per acre from crop 
production is Rs. 37549 with a higher variation among 
farmers with a standard deviation of Rs.29409. The 
number of functioning wells and availability of drip 
irrigation facilities also encourage the farmers to 

Figure 2: Cropping Pattern in Irrigated Land

value crops. The average number of functioning 
wells is 1.19 per farmer which indicates that each 
farmer owns atleast one functioning well. Average 
Income from small scale dairy enterprise is Rs. 11610, 

TABLE 1: DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS ON VARIABLES USED IN THE TOBIT MODEL

Variables Units Mean Minimum Maximum Standard 
Deviation

Dependent Variable 

Index (CDI) Number 0.51 0.00 0.88 0.25

Explanatory Variables
Family Size Number 6 2 15.00 2.66
Farm Size Acre 4.76 0.50 25.00 4.23
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Variables Units Mean Minimum Maximum Standard 
Deviation

Number of land 
fragments Number 1.14 1 2 0.35

Area under annuals Acre 1.50 0.00 12 1.85
Net irrigated area Acre 2.16 0.50 12 1.83
Net return per acre Rupees 37549 2098 172156 29409

Functioning wells Number 1.19 1 2 0.39

Dummydrip  
Irrigation (Drip 
irrigated farmer=1)

- 0.77 0 1 0.42

Irrigation intensity Percent 156.72 100 300 71.17
Dairy Income Rupee 11610 0 42879.00 14996.33

The results of the Tobit regression model identifying 

are presented in Table 2. The likelihood ratio 

Variables such as farm size, area under annuals and 
perennials, net irrigated area and net return per 

of land fragments, functioning wells, dummy drip 
irrigation, irrigation intensity and dairy income 

 It is clear from these results that the variable 

size has a positive impact on the calculated CDI. 
The variable ‘area under annuals and perennials’ is 

surprising that farmers’ who have devoted higher 
quantities to annual and perennial crops are less 

 Farmers possessing more irrigated land are 
more likely to diversify as they can do farming 

reported a positive relationship between irrigation 

the functioning wells and irrigation intensity were 

contrary to results reported by Niroula and Thapa 
(2005). 

means that as the net income per acre increase, 
farmers are more likely to follow crop specialization 

they found higher income from crop production 
encourages lesser income diversity. 

and negative, indicating inverse relationship 

results indicate that households with large number 
of livestock are less likely to grow more of different 

TABLE 1: DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS ON VARIABLES USED IN THE TOBIT MODEL-CONTD.
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TABLE 2: TOBIT ESTIMATES ON THE DETERMINANTS OF CROP DIVERSIFICATION

Variables P-value
Constant 0.373*** 0.040
Family Size -0.003 0.666
Farm Size 0.026* 0.083
Number of land fragments -0.024 0.776
Area under annuals and perennials -0.133*** 0.006
Net irrigated area 0.118*** 0.005
Net return per acre -0.0001*** 0.034
Functioning wells 0.058 0.382
Dummy drip Irrigation (drip irrigated farmer=1) -0.042 0.558
Irrigation intensity 0.0001 0.522
Dairy Income -0.0001 0.784

Note:*, ** and *** indicate 90 , 9  and 99  signi cance levels, respectively.
The likelihood ratio test was signi cant at 99  signi cance level. 

4.  Conclusion and Policy Implications

The study used a Tobit regression model (censored) 

using primary data collected from 100 groundwater 
irrigated farmers located in the eastern dry zone 
of Karnataka. The results indicate the presence 
of moderate level of crop diversification as the 
average CD index is 0.51. The Tobit model results 
indicate that farm size, area under annuals and 
perennials, net irrigated area and net return per 

in the study region have grown high value crops by 

and production risk. Such results provide crucial 
information for the policy makers/government 
in framing suitable policies for promoting crop 

natural resources base.  For instance, area under 
annual and perennial crops is negatively associated 

and more scope to increase specialization as these 
crops occupy the land throughout the year.  Such 
information gives useful insights to the local 
agricultural and extension experts to target the 
farmers based on their resource availability so as to 
generate higher returns.
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 Indebtedness among Women Labour Households in Rural Punjab: An Inter-Regional 
Analysis
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Abstract

In the present study, an attempt has been made to analyse the magnitude and factors in uencing indebtedness 
among the women labour households in the three different regions of Punjab, i.e., Malwa, Doaba and Majha. 

Based on primary data collected from 1017 women labour households, the study has brought out that the highest 
proportion of women labour households under debt is in Malwa (96.08 percent), followed by Majha (93.12 percent) 
and Doaba (90.77 percent). The average amount of debt per sampled household is highest, i.e., Rs. 782 . 1 in Malwa 
and lowest, i.e., Rs. 9618.26 in Doaba. However, it is Rs. 2 9.80 in Majha.  The analysis further shows that 
the women labour households in all the three regions under study have taken the major proportion of the total debt 
from non-institutional sources. However, the major proportion of the loans has been used for family re uirements. 

Keywords: women labourers, indebtedness, rural areas, non-institutional sources, Punjab.
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1. Introduction

Woman workers constitute the most neglected class 
in the Indian rural structure. Their income is low and 
employment is irregular. Since they possess no skill 
or training, they have no alternative employment 
opportunities either. Socially, a large number of 
woman workers belong to Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes. Therefore, they are a suppressed 
class. They are not organised and literate. They 

reasons, the government policies have failed to 
improve their economic conditions even after many 
decades of planning. As per the Census 2011, 62.51 

and the remaining 37.49 percent live in the urban 
areas (GoI, 2011). Most of the rural population of 
the state is still dependent on agriculture for their 
livelihood. The phenomena of underemployment, 
underdevelopment and surplus population are 
simultaneously manifested in the daily lives and 
living of the agricultural labourers (Padhi, 2007). They 
usually get low wages, poor conditions of work put 
an excessive burden on them, and the employment 

 

development in India is to raise the living standard 
of people through increased employment and income 
(Kaur and Singh, 2013). Even our national leaders 
and successive governments have brought about 

alleviating the poverty of the downtrodden masses 
especially in the backward communities. Despite all 
these efforts, it is found that even now they continue 

of development (Mathew, 2003). Although, 'Green 

been reached to the agricultural labourers especially 
the women labourers (Mishra, 2008). 

unique development experience with social indicators 
like literacy, birth rate, death rate and health status, 
improving the women labour class, especially those 
living in the rural areas are still experiencing levels 
of living much below that of the general population. 
Rural labour households are characterized by 
declining earning, low income, low consumption 
and high debt (Mohapatra, 2010). As a result of low 
wages and low family earnings, about 70 percent 
of labourers are living under debt. Employment in 
agriculture is casual, irregular and tentative and 
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meet at this consistently low level of living (Singh, 
2009). Women agricultural labourers are helpless in 
different ways while balancing themselves between 
the daily domestic chorus and rendering their labour 
outside. They are not free to migrate unlike men 

households is very low even to meet the day-to-day 
expenses, saving is extremely difficult for these 
households. In fact, these households have to take 
loan to maintain a minimum level of consumption 
(Pal and Singh, 2015). So, the problem of indebtedness 
among the rural labour households is very acute 
which moves from generation to generation with 
wider intensity.

1.1. Objectives

In this paper, an attempt has been made to estimate 
and analyse the region-wise debt position of the 

aims are:

1) to analyse the regional variations in indebtedness; 
2) to examine the regional variations in debt level 

according to the sources, purposes and rate of 
interest; and 

region-wise indebtedness.

2. Data and Methodology

The present study based on multi-stage systematic 
random sampling technique is related to the year 2016-
17. For the purpose of present study, four districts have 
been selected from the three geographical regions of 

Doaba comprise four districts each whereas Malwa 

fourteen districts. Amritsar district has been selected 

two districts, namely, Mansa and Fatehgarh Sahib 
have been selected from the Malwa region. The map 
of the study area is depicted in Figure 1.

Figure 1: Map of the Study Area 

 At the next stage, one village from each 
development block of the selected districts has been 
chosen on the basis of random sampling technique. 
From these villages, 1017 women labour households 
were randomly selected and investigated, by taking 15 
percent households from the total number of women 
labour households. As many as 408 households 
from Malwa, 260 households from Doaba and 349 

1017 households. Out of 1017 respondents, a large 

belong to the Scheduled Caste category, 7.08 percent 
to the Backward Class category and only 0.49 percent 
to the General Caste category. The required primary 
data was collected from the sampled households 
through the well prepared questionnaire. Since the 
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method. The results were analysed by using mean 

the study, the multiple regression model is used to 

indebtedness among the women labour households 
as given below:

Y= + 1X1+ 2X2+ 3X3+ 4X4+ 5X5+ 6X6+ 7X7+ 

Where
Y = Indebtedness (in Rs.)
X1 = Family size (in Number)
X2 = Education level of the head of the family 
X3 = Headship of household by female
X4 = Total household income (in Rs.)

X5 = Expenditure on socio-religious ceremonies (in 
Rs.)
X6 = Value of total household assets (in Rs.) 
X7= Percentage of debt from non-institutional sources

 = Random error term
1 7

variables

3. Results and Discussion

The region-wise extent of debt among the women 

The highest proportion of women labour households 
under debt is in Malwa (96.08 percent), followed by 

TABLE 1: EXTENT OF DEBT AMONG WOMEN LABOUR HOUSEHOLDS

Particulars Malwa Doaba
Sampled households (number) 408 260 349
Indebted households (number) 392 236 325
Percentage of indebted households 96.08 90.77 93.12
Average amount of debt per sampled 
household (in Rs.) 57,824.51 49,618.26 52,549.80

Average amount of debt per indebted 
household (in Rs.) 60,184.69 54,664.19 56,430.40

Source: Field Survey, 2016-17

labour household has incurred a debt of Rs. 10090.69 
from institutional sources. 

 Among the non-institutional sources, the large 
farmers and landlords appear to be the largest 
contributor towards debt in all the three regions. 
The proportion of total debt from this source is the 

(29.04 percent) and Doaba (26.12 percent). The grocers 
and small traders appear to be the second largest 

proportions of 24.64 and 24.25 percent, respectively. 
The money-lenders who contribute 20.92 percent of 
the total debt to an average women labour household 
in Malwa appear at the second rank among the non-
institutional sources, while this source has third rank 

19.36 percent, respectively. The relatives and friends 
appear at the fourth rank for the women labour 
households in all the three regions.

 The Table further reveals that the amount of 
debt per sampled household ranges between Rs. 
49618.26 in Doaba to Rs. 57824.51 in Malwa. However, 

is Rs. 52549.80. The amount of debt per indebted 
household also has a similar pattern. It is the lowest, 
i.e., Rs.54664.19 in Doaba and the highest, i.e., Rs. 

3.2. Source-wise Debt

The role of various credit sources in providing debt 
to the women  labour households across the three 
regions is presented in Table 2. The Table clearly 
shows that the amount of debt taken from the non-
institutional sources is highest, i.e., Rs. 47733.82 in 
Malwa and lowest, i.e., Rs. 37824.03 in Doaba. In 

sources is Rs. 43300.52. On the other hand, the amount 
of debt taken from institutional sources is the highest, 
i.e., Rs. 11794.23 in Doaba and the lowest, i.e., Rs. 



Agricultural Situation in India 

ARTICLES

TABLE 2: DEBT INCURRED BY WOMEN LABOUR HOUSEHOLDS FROM DIFFERENT SOURCES

(Mean values in rs.)

S. 
No. Source of credit

Amount of debt
Malwa Doaba Majha

A. Non-institutional sources

1. Money-lenders 12098.04 
(20.92)

9607.88
(19.36)

10670.49
(20.31)

2. Grocers and small traders 11541.67
(19.96)

12226.92
(24.64)

12740.63
(24.25)

3. Large farmers and landlords 18774.51
(32.47)

12962.31
(26.12)

15262.18
(29.04)

4. Relatives and friends 4437.25
(7.67)

2557.69
(5.16)

3306.30
(6.29)

5. Milk vendors 882.35
(1.53)

469.23
(0.95)

573.07
(1.09)

6. Brick-kiln owners and others 0.00
(0.00)

0.00
(0.00)

747.85
(1.42)

Sub-total (A) 47733.82
(82.55)

37824.03
(76.23)

43300.52
(82.40)

B. Institutional sources

1. Co-operative credit societies/ banks 3433.82
(5.94)

2019.23
(4.07)

2570.20
(4.89)

2. Commercial banks 2316.18
(4.00)

3846.15
(7.75)

2724.93
(5.19)

3. 4340.69
(7.51)

5928.85
(11.95)

3954.15
(7.52)

Sub-total (B) 10090.69
(17.45)

11794.23
(23.77)

9249.28
(17.60)

Total (A+B) 57824.51
(100.00)

49618.26
(100.00)

52549.80
(100.00)

Source: Field Survey, 2016-17
Note: The gures given in parentheses denote percentages.

percent, respectively. 

3.3. Debt According to Purpose

Various studies (Krishan et al., 2003; Krishan, 2003; 
and Jodha, 1988) have pointed out that large expenses 
on healthcare, death and marriage ceremonies in India 
are met with loan with high interest rate taken from 
the non-institutional sources which make the families 
fall into vicious cycle of poverty and indebtedness.  
The purpose-wise distribution of debt among the 
women labour households across the three regions 
is given in Table 3. The Table depicts that an average 
women labour household in all the three regions 

 
institutions are the most important source of debt 
in all the three regions. An average women labour 
household has incurred 11.95, 7.52 and 7.51 percent 

and Malwa, respectively. The commercial banks 
appear at the second place in providing debt to the 

commercial banks provide 7.75 and 5.19 percent of 

respectively. The commercial banks rank third in 
providing debt in Malwa with proportionate share 
of 4.00 percent of the total debt. The co-operative 
societies/banks while contributing 5.94 percent of the 
total debt in Malwa are placed at the second position 
among the institutional sources. It has third rank in 
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productive purposes and the amount is highest in 

41191.74) and Doaba (Rs. 38340.54). The amount 
of debt incurred for the non-productive purposes 
is highest in Malwa, i.e., Rs. 16632.77, followed by 

respectively. 

 Among the productive purposes, an average 
women labour household, in Malwa has incurred the 

percent), followed by house construction, addition of 

motorcycle/scooter/moped/bicycles/auto-rickshaw 
(9.67 percent), redemption of old debt (8.12), crop 
failure (7.87 percent), purchase of non-durables 
(5.53 percent), purchase of livestock (5.18 percent), 
immigration/migration (4.66 percent) and education 
(2.03 percent).   An average women labour household 

total debt for healthcare (14.64 percent), followed by 
immigration/migration (14.30 percent), purchase of 
motorcycle/scooter/ moped/bicycles/auto-rickshaw 
(13.32 percent), house construction, addition of rooms 

debt (7.30 percent), purchase of non-durables (7.26 
percent), purchase of livestock (4.89 percent) and 
education (2.95 percent).  An average women labour 

of the total debt for the motorcycle/scooter/moped/
bicycles/auto-rickshaw (16.07 percent), followed 
by healthcare (15.34 percent), house construction, 

purchase of livestock (10.99 percent), immigration/
migration ( 8.53 percent), purchase of non-durables 
(8.18 percent), redemption of old debt (7.96 percent), 
education (1.76 percent). 

TABLE 3: DEBT INCURRED  BY WOMEN LABOUR HOUSEHOLDS FOR DIFFERENT PURPOSES

(Mean Values in Rs.)

S. 
No. Purpose of Debt

Amount of debt
Malwa Doaba Majha

A. Productive

1. House construction, addition of rooms 7266.77
(12.57)

6255.55
(12.61)

5819.35
(11.07)

2. Healthcare 9027.36
(15.61)

7265.76
(14.64)

8063.04
(15.34)

3. Purchase of non-durables 3198.44
(5.53)

3603.29
(7.26)

4297.93
(8.18)

4. Purchase of motorcycle/scooter/
moped/bicycles/ auto-rickshaw

5591.08
(9.67)

6606.33
(13.32)

8445.77
(16.07)

5. Redemption of old debt 4697.11
(8.12)

3623.50
(7.30)

4180.82
(7.96)

6. Purchase of livestock 2993.44
(5.18)

2427.34
(4.89)

5773.51
(10.99)

7. Education 1174.28
(2.03)

1462.35
(2.95)

922.29
(1.76)

8. Immigration/migration 2695.07
(4.66)

7096.42
(14.30)

4481.92
(8.53)

9. Crop failure 4548.19
(7.87)

0.00
(0.00)

0.00
(0.00)

Sub-total (A) 41191.74
(71.24)

38340.54
(77.27)

41984.63
(79.90)

B. Non-productive

1. Marriages and other socio-religious 
ceremonies

14864.05
(25.72)

11168.33
(22.51)

10379.84
(19.75)
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S. 
No. Purpose of Debt

Amount of debt
Malwa Doaba Majha

2. Litigation 1620.11
(2.80)

0.00
(0.00)

0.00
(0.00)

3. Miscellaneous 148.61
(0.26)

109.39
(0.22)

185.33
(0.35)

Sub-total (B) 16632.77
(28.76)

11277.72
(22.73)

10565.17
(20.10)

Total (A+B) 57824.51
(100.00)

49618.26
(100.00)

52549.80
(100.00)

Source: Field Survey, 2016-17
Note: The gures given in parentheses denote percentages.

 Among the non-productive purposes, an 
average women labour household has incurred the 

socio-religious ceremonies in all the three regions. 
This proportion is 25.72, 22.51 and 19.75 percent, 

an average women labour household has incurred 
2.80 percent of the total debt for litigation. An average 
women labour household has incurred less than one 
percent of the total debt for miscellaneous purposes 
in all the three regions.

that some of the women labour households started 
farming by leasing in land on rent in Malwa only. 
However, these households were compelled to leave 
farming as a result of crop failure. These households 
were not in a position to bear the loss.   

TABLE 3: DEBT INCURRED  BY WOMEN LABOUR HOUSEHOLDS FOR DIFFERENT PURPOSES-CONTD.

3.4. Debt According to Rate of Interest 

The mean values of debt, according to rate of 
interest, across the three regions are given in Table 
4. The table depicts that an average women labour 
household in all the three regions has incurred the 
maximum amount at exorbitant rate of interest, i.e., 
36 percent and above per annum. This amount is 

(Rs. 17988.53) and Doaba (Rs.16468.51). In all the 
three regions, an average women labour household 
has incurred the second highest amount of debt at 
the rate of interest ranging between 24 and 36 percent 
per annum. On the other side, an average women 
labour household has incurred very less amount at 
the lowest rate of interest (less than 6 percent, per 
annum) in all the three regions. This amount ranges 
from Rs. 2557.69 for Doaba to Rs. 4437.25 for Malwa.

TABLE 4: DEBT OF WOMEN LABOUR HOUSEHOLDS ACCORDING TO RATE OF INTEREST

(Mean Values in Rs.)

Rate of interest 
(in percent)

Amount of debt
Malwa Doaba

Less than 6 4437.25
(7.67)

2557.69
(5.15)

3306.30
(6.29)

6 to 12 6193.63
(10.71)

9005.77
(18.15)

6134.10
(11.67)

12 to 18 1345.59
(2.33)

1238.46
(2.50)

1865.90
(3.55)

18 to 24 9353.55
(16.18)

7449.28
(15.01)

8418.32
(16.02)

24 to 36 16707.11
(28.89)

12898.55
(26.00)

14836.65
(28.24)
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Rate of interest 
(in percent)

Amount of debt
Malwa Doaba

36 and above 19787.38
(34.22)

16468.51
(33.19)

17988.53
(34.23)

Total 57824.51
(100.00)

49618.26
(100.00)

52549.80
(100.00)

Source: Field Survey, 2016-17
Note: the gures given in parentheses denote percentages.

TABLE 4: DEBT OF WOMEN LABOUR HOUSEHOLDS ACCORDING TO RATE OF INTEREST-CONTD.

 The Table 4 reveals that an average women 
labour household has incurred the maximum 
proportion of debt, i.e., 34.23, 34.22 and 33.19 percent 

of interest 36 percent and above, per annum. In all the 
three regions, the second highest proportion of debt 
has been incurred at rate of interest ranging between 
24 and 36 percent per annum. This proportion is 28.89, 

respectively. A relative small proportion of debt (15 
to 16 percent of total debt) has been incurred at rate 
of interest ranging between 18 and 24 percent per 
annum in all the three regions. An average women 
labour household has incurred very small proportion 
of debt at less than 6 percent rate of interest in all the 
three regions. This proportion is 7.67, 6.29 and 5.15 

 A comparison across the regions brings out that 
the women labour households in Malwa have to pay 
a relatively higher rate of interest as compared to 

brought out that the money-lenders, large farmers 
and landlords play a greater role in advancing loans 
to these households in this region.

3.5. Determinants of Indebtedness

region-wise analysis has also been given in Table 5.

TABLE 5: FACTORS AFFECTING INDEBTEDNESS AMONG WOMEN LABOUR HOUSEHOLDS

(Results of Multiple Regression Analysis)

S. 
No. Factors

Malwa Doaba Majha
A. Productive

1. Family size 1.3885*
(2.46)

2.2826*
(1.65)

1.0880*
(4.34)

2. Educational level of the head of the 
family

-0.6439
(0.18)

-0.8418*
(2.38)

-0.4965*
(3.12)

3. Headship of household by female 1.6321*
(0.58)

1.8796
(1.47)

-1.2758
(0.98)

4. Total household income -1.2178*
(2.18)

-0.9262*
(2.16)

-1.1249*
(3.28)

5. Expenditure on socio-religious 
ceremonies

0.2919*
(3.85)

0.2412
(1.50)

0.2695*
(2.80)

6. Value of total household assets 0.7351*
(2.27)

0.4617*
(2.33)

0.5766*
(2.03)

7. Percentage of non-institutional debt 0.2430*
(3.25)

0.8791*
(2.86)

-0.6978*
(1.98)

R2 0.73 0.69 0.68
Source: Field Survey, 2016-17
Note: The gures given in parentheses indicate t-values.
* Signi cant at ve percent
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Malwa

Variations in the magnitude of indebtedness 
among the women labour households in Malwa are 

size’, ‘headship of household by female’,  ‘total 
household income’, ‘expenditure on socio-religious 
ceremonies’, ‘value of total household assets’ and 
‘percentage of non-institutional debt’.

the factors such as ‘educational level of the head of 
the family’ and ‘total household income’ indicate 
that these factors have a negative relationship with 
indebtedness. The other factors such as ‘family size’, 
‘headship of household by female’, ‘expenditure on 
socio-religious ceremonies’, ‘value of total household 
assets’ and ‘percentage of non-institutional debt’ 
have positive relationship with indebtedness. The 

of R2 (0.73) indicates that all these factors explain 73 
percent variations in magnitude of indebtedness in 
Malwa.

Doaba

the variations in the magnitude of indebtedness 
among the women labour households in Doaba are 

size’, ‘educational level of the head of the family’, 
‘total household income’, ‘expenditure on socio-
religious ceremonies’, ‘value of total household assets’ 
and ‘percentage of non-institutional debt’.

‘family size’, ‘value of total household assets’ and 
‘percentage of non-institutional debt’ are positive 
and statistically significant indicating a positive 
relationship with indebtedness. The positive sign of 

of household by female’ and ‘expenditure on socio-
religious ceremonies’ explain the positive relationship 
of these factors with indebtedness, but these factors 

such as ‘educational level of the head of the family’ 
and ‘total household income’ contribute in decreasing 

 All these factors explain 69 percent variations in 

magnitude of indebtedness in Doaba, as explained by 
the value of R2 (0.69).

Majha

The contribution of the explanatory variables such 
as ‘family size’, ‘educational level of the head of the 
family’, ‘total household income’, ‘expenditure on 
socio-religious ceremonies’, ‘value of total household 
assets’ and ‘percentage of non-institutional debt’ have 

 The explanatory variables such as ‘family size’, 
‘expenditure on socio-religious ceremonies’ and 
‘value of total household assets’ have a positive 
and statistically significant relationship with 
indebtedness. The factors such as ‘educational level of 
the head of the family’, ‘total household income’ and 
‘percentage of non-institutional debt’ have a negative 
and statistically significant relationship with the 
magnitude of indebtedness among the women labour 

the factor, i.e., ‘headship of household by female’ is 

The value of R2 indicates that all these factors explain 
68 percent variations in magnitude of indebtedness 

4. Conclusion

concluding remarks are as follows:

and 90.77 percent of the women labourer 
households is under debt.

2. The average amount of debt per sampled 
household is highest, i.e., Rs. 57824.51 in Malwa 
and lowest, i.e., Rs. 49618.26 in Doaba. However, 

3. The non-institutional sources are providing 
maximum proportion of debt to the women 
labour households in all the three regions. 
The proportion of debt from non-institutional 
sources is highest, i.e., 82.55 percent in Malwa 
and lowest, i.e., 76.23 percent in the Doaba. It is 

4. The positive aspect of this serious problem is that 
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these households are spending the maximum 
proportion of debt for productive purposes in 
all the regions under study. 

5. Further, the women labour households have 
taken more than 70 percent of the total loans at 
more than 18 percent per annum rate of interest 

6. The women labour households in Malwa have to 
pay relatively higher rate of interest as compared 
to those in other regions. This is because of 
the fact that money-lenders, large farmers and 
landlords play a greater role in advancing loans 
to these households in this region.

7. Among the economic and non-economic 
determinants of indebtedness, the factors 
such as ‘educational level of the head of the 
family’ and ‘total household income’ have 
negative relationship with indebtedness. On 
the other hand, the factors such as ‘family-
size’, ‘percentage of non-institutional debt’, 
‘expenditure on socio-religious ceremonies’ and 
‘value of total household assets’ have positive 
relationship with indebtedness among the 
women labour households in all the regions. 

4.1.  Policy Implications 

As the study brings out that the highest proportion of 
households under debt is in Malwa and the average 
amount of loan per indebted household and per 
sampled household increases from Doaba to Malwa. 
Hence, the government policies must be region-

levels of the women labour households of Malwa. For 
this purpose, the agro-based small-scale industries 
should be established in the rural areas on priority 
basis. There is an urgent need to regularly launch 
awareness campaigns among the women labourers 
about employment programmes meant for them. 
The government should provide loans to the women 
labour households at very low rate of interest for 
establishment of various income generating ventures. 
Both the government and the non-government 
organisations need to take the necessary steps to 
organise skill development programmes for the 
economic upliftment of women labourers. 
 
 The non-institutional sources are playing greater 
role in providing loans to women labour households 

because of the reason that money-lenders, large 
farmers and landlords are providing maximum 
proportion of the loan in Malwa as compared to the 

other regions. So, the government should take strict 
action to check the unethical activities of money-
lenders, large farmers and landlords such as charging 
of exorbient rate of interest. As most of the women 
labourers are illiterate, hence government must 

be provided at a lower rate of interest, in rural areas 

 It has been found that the factors such as 
‘educational level of the head of the family’ and ‘total 
household income’ have negative relationship with 
indebtedness among the women labour households 

must focus on strengthening the education system in 
order to provided quality education to all. Also the 
government must make efforts to increase the income 
through proper employment programmes.
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Introduction

The scheme of agri clinics and agri business centres 
(ACABCs) was launched on 9th April, 2002 under 
the Central Sector Scheme provision with the main 

to farmers on payment basis, (2) to support agricultural 
development and (3) to create self employment 
opportunities to unemployed agriculture graduates. 

agricultural graduates to set-up agri ventures for 
delivering value added extension services and 
advices to farmers besides giving self-employment 
opportunities to agripreneurs. National Institute of 
Agricultural Extension Management (MANAGE) is 
the sole Nodal Implementing Agency responsible for 
training these agricultural professionals and offering 
hand holding support to establish agri ventures in 
partnership with more than 100 Nodal Training 
Institutions (NTIs) scattered across the country. The 
agripreneurs trained under ACABC scheme become 
eligible for start-up loans from the scheduled banks 
and the subsidy from the NABARD. The agricultural 
Technology Management Agencies (ATMAs) at 
district level are mandated to make use of the services 
of established agripreneurs in providing value added 
extension services to farmers on the public and private 
partnership mode.
 
 To tap the potential of teaming unemployed 
agriculture graduates and at the same time, to 
strengthen the extension services provided to 
the farmers and to provide them employment 
opportunities by making them entrepreneurs, the 
Union Finance Minister had announced in the 
Budget Speech on 28th February, 2001, for the year 
2001-02, a scheme for setting-up agri clinics and agri 
business centres by the agriculture graduates with 
the support of National Bank for Agriculture and 
Rural Development (NABARD). Today, agriculture 
is not only seen as means of solving food problem 
within the country, but also as an earner of the 
foreign-exchange. This really demands increasing 
productivity of international quality at minimum 

possible cost. To accomplish such aspirations, 
agriculture extension services need strengthening 
by providing information, training and support 
to the farmers for adopting improved production 
technologies. Extension services have kept pace with 
the changing times after independence. MANAGE 
is responsible for providing training to eligible 
candidates through its nodal institutes and motivate
them for setting-up agri clinics and agri business 
centres. MANAGE also ensures sponsoring of 

to establish required number of units at the ground 
level as envisaged to make the scheme of ACABC a 
success.
 
 Against this backdrop, this would be of 
paramount importance to all who are concerned with 
the increased productivity of crops and animals across 
the country.

1.1.  Objectives

This study was conducted with the following main 

1. To identify the benefits accrued to farmers 
through extension services by ACABCs.

2. To analyse comparative effectiveness of 

same area.
3. To assess the extent of effects on income of 

farmers.
4. To examine the problems / factors hampering 

the effects of extension services on farmers by 
ACABCs.

5. To explore measures and suggestions for 
strengthening extension services by ACABCs 
more effective to farmers. 

6. To suggest  changes in  imparting extension 
services to farmers under  the ACABCs
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Scheme.
 

Assam, Telengana, Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh, 
coordinated by A.E.R.C. University of Allahabad, 
Allahabad. To represent U.P. well, two economic 
regions potential to ACABCs scheme from the four 
distinct economic regions, viz., Western, Eastern, 
Central and Bundelkhand region, two regions, i.e., 
Western and Eastern were selected randomly on the 
basis of higher number of agri ventures established 
therein successfully. From these two selected 
regions, one district from each region was selected 
randomly on the same basis. These districts were (1) 
Bareilly from western and (2) Varanasi from Eastern 

were chosen randomly. From each of these 10 agri 

were undertaken. These lists were further categorized 
into (1) Marginal farmers (0-1ha), (2) Small farmers 
(1.01 ha) (3) Medium farmer (1-4 ha) and (4) Large 
farmers (Above 4 ha) separately according to (1) 
Proper agri services, (2) Allied agri services and (3) 
both agri and Dairy services. The ultimate sample 
beneficiary farmers were chosen randomly such 

district proportional to the total numbers in each of 
three categories of agri services. Thus, over all, 100 

agriventure were undertaken from the same area of 

were chosen randomly for assessing the impact of 
agricultural extension services through ACABCs 
scheme. The reference period of this study was 
agricultural year 2015-16.

2. Major Findings

1. This study reveals that the average size of 

small, i.e., 1.63 ha in the area under study. All the 
beneficiaries had availed benefits under ACABC 

practicing subsidiary occupations along with their 
main occupation to enrich their economic status.

2. The gross cropped area during the Kharif season 

the total was irrigated. The gross cropped area during 
Rabi season was also equally and fully covered by the 

during zaid season, no cereal crop was grown, other 
crops were grown and as a result, the gross cropped 
area in zaid was 0.63 ha per farm on an average.

3. The gross cropped area of all the three seasons of 
the reference year was estimated as 3.75 ha per farm 
and the total area was irrigated. Thus, gross irrigated 

that the irrigation intensity was 100 percent in the area 
under study.

4. Regarding inputs and outputs of Kharif crops, it 
was found that the other inputs were on higher side 
than the own inputs. The maximum outputs were 
received from cereals after incurring maximum inputs 
on cereals. The minimum inputs were incurred on 
pulses and the minimum outputs were received from 
other kharif crops.

5. Among the different categories, it was found that 
farms under allied agri services were the maximum 
income generating farms against the minimum 
income generating farms under the proper agri 
services in the area under study and as such, ACABC 
scheme performed better in cases of the farms under 
allied agri services to the farmers beyond the higher 
inputs.

6. As regards the inputs and outputs of Rabi crops 

was comparatively much higher from other crops 

under ACABC scheme in the area of study.

7. Among the different categories of farms, it was 
found that the farms under the category of both 
agri and dairy services were comparatively more 

the maximum inputs incurred on the farms under this 
category.

season, only a few pulses and other crops including 
horticultural crops were grown in the entire area 
under study.

9. As regards the inputs on zaid crops, the farms 
under the category of both agri and dairy services 
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were found to be more expensive than the farms 
under the other two categories in the area under 
study.

10. Among the inputs, the other inputs procured 
from agri ventures or elsewhere were found higher 

ventures established in their areas.

11. The farms under the category of allied agri 

in comparison to the farms under the categories of 
both agri and dairy services in rearing milch animals 
because net income per farm was maximum, i.e., Rs. 
42,500 from the farms under the category of allied 
agri services.

12. It was also safely concluded on the basis of 
attractive additional income that rearing milch 
animals on the farms alongwith the other services 

13. Regarding outputs, inputs and net incomes from 

the farms under the category of allied agri services 
were comparatively more productive in rearing 
animals on their farms in comparison to the farms 
under other two categories.

14. The higher amount of other inputs incurred in 
rearing animals in comparison to own inputs clearly 
indicates that agri ventures established under ACABC 

15. From hiring machines, etc., it is clear that the 
functioning of ACABC scheme was in nascent stage 
in the area under study. The established agri ventures 

found selling only the inputs such as seeds, fertilizers, 
animal feeds and pesticides etc.

from agri ventures, out of 100 sample farmers, 71 had 
told to receive only informal training and 29 had told 
for formal training which was useful but informal 
training was not at all useful for them.

supports on marketing of outputs and 42 on 
production trends from the agri ventures.

100 sample farmers had reported to receive extension 
services and expert advices on farm technology from 

19. 89 out of 100 sample farmers had reported that 
production of cereals particularly paddy in Kharif 

after the implementation of ACABC Scheme in their 
areas in U.P.

20. 21 out of 100 sample farmers had told that 
production of their milch animals had increased 
satisfactorily after the establishment of agri ventures 
under ACABC scheme in U.P. under their areas. Thus, 
incomes from cereals (paddy & wheat) and from 

under study.

21. About the sales of inputs and other services 

found that only the inputs such as seeds, fertilizers, 
pesticides and animal feeds were made available to 
the needy farmers on payment. No other services 
were provided except a few extension services and 
expert advices.

22. Among the sample non-beneficiary farmers, 
the average size of holding was estimated as 1.70 

occupations and 6 had reported to have memberships 
of cooperative societies.

23. During Kharif season, the maximum of the 
cropped area was under cereals and other crops. The 
area under pulses was negligible.

24. During Rabi season too, the maximum coverage 
was under Rabi cereals and the coverage was better 
on the farms under the category of both agri and dairy 
services as compared to that on the farms of other two 
categories in the area under study.

25. During zaid season, no cereal crop was grown 

sample farmers. Pulses too were grown on a negligible 
area.

26. It was also obviously clear that the farms under 
the category of both agri and dairy services were 
cropped more intensively in comparison of the farms 
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of ACABC scheme were more on the farms of the 
category under both agri and dairy services than that 
on the farms of other two categories.

27. Rabi crops on the farms of non-beneficiary 

other Rabi crops were also found to be productive 
and farms under the category of both agri and dairy 
services were comparatively more productive by 
investing higher inputs.

28. Among zaid crops, only other crops were grown 

both agri and dairy services in the area under study.

29. About the net income from milch animals, it 
was found that there was a net income of Rs. 17,451 

their income.

30. The output per farm received from milch animals 
was highest on the farms under the category of allied 
agri services as compared to that on the farms under 
the categories of proper agri services and both agri 
and dairy services. Thus, the net income was highest 
on the farms under the category of allied agri services.

31. The net income of Rs. 18,876 per farm from all 
animals was a considerable income in addition to the 
income from crop enterprises on the farms of non-

all aware about agri clinic and agri business centres. 
Those who were aware, they had not availed the 
services of agri ventures due to long distances and 

reported not to receive any such extension services 
from any of the government departments or any 
private agencies related to agricultural extension 
services. Among different categories of services, 
the category of both agri and dairy services had 
performed better in the area under study.

34. Regarding satisfaction with inputs and outputs, 
one fourth of the non-beneficiaries were found 

inputs to be the main reason for low outputs.

under allied agri services and non-beneficiary 
farmers under both agri and dairy services were 
comparatively more prosperous in the area under 
study. The irrigation intensity on all the farms under 
all the categories was estimated as 100 percent.

36. The average cropping intensity on the farms of 
both types of sample farmers was similarly estimated 

farms were totally cultivated during Kharif and Rabi 
season and partly during zaid season.

37. The inputs incurred and outputs received both 

the net income per farm was considerably higher on 

indicated that turnover was higher on the farms of 

ACABCs scheme on farmers in U.P.

3. Policy Prescriptions

following are the policy prescriptions:

1. Since only small farmers of a poor section 
(OBCs) of farming societies could have been attracted 
so far by the established agri ventures, therefore, 
agri ventures must strengthen their agri extension 
services more profoundly through more and more 
demonstrations as well as training programmes on 

2. The agri ventures must cooperate and support 

during zaid for increasing their cropping intensity.

3. Growing cereal crops was most expensive to 

pulses or other crops which require minimum inputs. 

to grow other crops (vegetables or cash crops).

4. As the farms under the category of allied agri 

Therefore, farmers must shift to rearing milch animals 

5. On the basis of attractive additional income 
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through rearing milch animals alongwith other 

of study, the farmers must adopt this service on their 
farms. Agri ventures must also promotethe adoption 
of such services.

6. The agri ventures have been found supplying 
more other inputs for rearing milch animals under 
ACABC scheme. This practice must be increased on 
larger scales so that more and more farmers may shift 
towards rearing the milch animals on their farms.

received extension services on machines and dairying, 
they must be given more and more extension 
services through more demonstration and training 
programmes.

8. It has been found that the functioning of ACABC 
scheme was on nascent stage in the area under 
study and the agri ventures were found selling only 

demonstrate and train farmers about the use of inputs 
then the inputs would be sold automatically.

training to them by agri ventures which was not at all 
useful. Hence, only formal training of long duration 

ventures, only supports on marketing of outputs and 
production trends was given half heartedly. Hence, 
every agri venture must arrange for full supports to 
farmers on all the aspects of every enterprise adopted.

11. Among the extension services and expert 

on cropping practices and protection from pests and 

Therefore, expert advices on other aspects of farming 

outputs will certainly increase their income. So agri 
ventures must take utmost care of it.

12. Although ACABC scheme was in nascent stage, 

farmers. Therefore, all the concerned agencies such 
as MANAGE, NABARD, Ministry of Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare, Government of India and NTIs 
must envision to make the ACABCs purposeful for 
the needy farmers.

holding size, economic, social and educational status 
was more or less similar and there was dominance of 

of ACABC scheme.

was also similar as during Kharif and Rabi seasons 
the coverage under cereal crops (paddy and wheat) 
was higher and during zaid only pulses and other 
crops were grown only by a few farmers. Irrigation 
intensity was 100 percent. Hence, zaid coverage must 
be increased by the farmers.

the category of both agri and dairy services were 
cropped more intensively in comparison of the 
farms under the other two categories and as a result 
the farms under both agri and dairy category were 
more productive. Hence, the farmers of other two 
categories must adopt both agri and dairy services 
on their farms.

their farms in addition was found to be an assured 
source of their income. Therefore, farmers must adopt 
this service to increase their income.

aware about the ACABCs scheme. Therefore, more 
demonstrations and extension on large scale are 
required by all the implementing agencies involved 
under ACABC scheme.

18. Only one fourth of the sample beneficiary 

in inputs and costly inputs for low outputs on their 
farms.

Therefore, these two main services must be adopted 
by all the farmers for prosperity.

20. The average cropping intensity on the farms 
of both beneficiaries and non- beneficiaries was 
similarly estimated as 230 percent. Therefore, it must 
be increased at least to 300 percent when the farms 
are 100 percent irrigated in the area under study.
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21. The net income per farm as well as the turnover 
was higher on the farms of beneficiary farmers 

effects of the implementation of ACABCs scheme in 
the area of study in U.P.

22. Issue of one NGO running multiple NTIs needs 
to be examined.

23. Issue of providing advanced learning equipments 
for better learning experience by the trainees to be 
examined.

24. Issue of providing the network system of trainees 
and trained candidates with, Government MANAGE, 
NABARD, etc.

the agripreneurs to avail credit facilities from banks.
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Procurement of Rice 
The total procurement of rice stood at 32.65 
million tonnes till 30.01.2019, as against 27.96 

million tonnes during the corresponding period 
of last year. The details are given below:

PROCUREMENT OF RICE
(In Thousand Tonnes)

State

Marketing Season
2018-19

Corresponding
Period of last Year

(upto 30.01.2019) 2017-18

Procurement Percentage to Total Procurement Percentage to Total

1 2 3 4 5

Andhra Pradesh 2204.00 6.75 1940.69 6.94

Chhatisgarh 4080.00 12.50 3190.30 11.41

Haryana 3909.40 11.97 3992.17 14.28

Maharashtra 251.92 0.77 129.51 0.46

11330.13 34.70 11838.78 42.34

Tamil Nadu 251.38 0.77 7.33 0.03

Uttar Pradesh 2721.12 8.33 2580.91 9.23

Uttarakhand 451.55 1.38 35.24 0.13

Others 7451.05 22.82 4244.88 15.18

Total 32650.55 100.00 27959.81 100.00

Source: Department of Food & Public Distribution.

COMMODITY REVIEWS

Foodgrains

Procurement of Wheat 
 
The total procurement of wheat during Rabi 
Marketing Season 2018-19 up to 05.10.2018 is 

35.80 million tonnes as against 30.82 million 
tonnes during the corresponding period of last 
year. The details are given below:
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PROCUREMENT OF WHEAT

           (In Thousand Tonnes)

State

Marketing Season
2018-19                          (upto 05.10.2018)

Corresponding
Period of last Year

2017-18

Procurement Percentage to Total Procurement Percentage to Total

1 2 3 4 5

Haryana 8784 24.54 7432 20.76

Madhya Pradesh 7313 20.43 6724 18.78

12692 35.46 11706 32.70

1532 4.28 1245 3.48

Uttar Pradesh 5294 14.79 3699 10.33

Others 180 0.50 18 0.05

Total 35795 100.00 30824 100.00

    Source: Department of Food & Public Distribution. 
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Oilseeds 

oilseeds as a group stood at 144.1 in January, 2019, 
showing an increase of 2.27 percent over the previous 
month. However, it increased by 8.59 percent over 
the previous year.
The WPI of all individual oilseeds showed a mixed 
trend. The WPI of groundnut seed (0.98 percent), 
cotton seed (0.43 percent), copra (coconut) (5.70 
percent), gingelly seed (sesamum) (1.30 percent), 

increased over the previous month. However, the 
WPI of rape and mustard seed (-0.82 percent) niger 

decreased over the previous month. 

Manufacture of Vegetable and Animal Oils 
and Fats

The WPI of vegetable and animal oils and fats 
as a group stood at 114.7 in January, 2019, 
which shows an increase of 0.53 percent over 
the previous month. However, it increased by 
1.96 percent over the corresponding month of 
the previous year. The WPI of soybean oil (0.99 
percent), sunflower oil (0.09 percent), rapeseed 
oil (0.27 percent), copra oil (1.48 percent) and 
cotton seed oil (0.95 percent) increased over the 
previous month. However, the WPI of mustard 
oil (-1.19 percent) and groundnut oil (-0.88 
percent) decreased over the previous month.

Fruits & Vegetable

The WPI of fruits and vegetable as a group stood 
at 140.4 in January, 2019, showing a decrease   of 
1.75 percent over previous month and a decrease 
of 4.36 percent over the corresponding month of 
the previous year.

Potato

The WPI of potato stood at 140.7 in January, 2019, 
showing a decrease of 19.60 percent over the previous 
month. Moreover, it increased by 26.30 percent over 
the corresponding month of the previous year.

Onion

The WPI of onion stood at 119.1 in January, 2019, 
showing a decrease of 9.29 percent over the previous 
month and a decrease of 65.60 percent over the 
corresponding month of the previous year.

Condiments & Spices

The WPI of condiments and spices (group) stood 
at 129 in January, 2019, showing a decrease of 0.08 
percent over the previous month and a decrease of 
1.30 percent over the corresponding month of the 
previous year.

 The WPI of black pepper decreased by 2.22 
percent, chillies (dry) decreased by 0.67 percent and 
WPI of turmeric decreased by 1.37 percent over the 
previous month.

Raw Cotton

The WPI of raw cotton stood at 115.5 in January, 
2019, showing a decrease of 3.19 percent over the 
previous month and an increase of 4.43 percent over 
the corresponding month of the previous year.

Raw Jute

showing an increase of 4.86 percent over the previous 
month and an increase of 24.45 percent over the 
corresponding month of the previous year.

Commercial Crops
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WHOLESALE PRICE INDEX OF COMMERCIAL CROPS
 ( Base Year : 2011-12=100)

Commodity latest 
Jan, 2018

month
 Dec, 2018

year 
Jan, 2019

% Variation over the 
Month               Year

Oilseeds 132.7 140.9 144.1 2.27 8.59

Groundnut Seed 113.4 122.6 123.8 0.98 9.17

Rape & Mustard Seed 137.6 145.7 144.5 -0.82 5.01

Cotton Seed 143.4 140.2 140.8 0.43 -1.81

Copra (Coconut) 215.5 198.3 209.6 5.70 -2.74

Gingelly Seed (Sesamum) 132.2 168.8 171.0 1.30 29.35

Niger Seed 200.8 141.1 140.8 -0.21 -29.88

138.8 155.5 155.3 -0.13 11.89

99.8 118.2 119.7 1.27 19.94

Soyabean 136.6 143.9 151.5 5.28 10.91

Manufacture of vegetable 
and animal oils and fats 112.5 114.1 114.7 0.53 1.96

Mustard Oil 120.8 126.2 124.7 -1.19 3.23

Soyabean Oil 110.7 111.4 112.5 0.99 1.63

105.8 110.2 110.3 0.09 4.25

Groundnut Oil 104.3 113.6 112.6 -0.88 7.96

Rapeseed Oil 112.1 112.3 112.6 0.27 0.45

Copra Oil 178.5 182.0 184.7 1.48 3.47

Cotton Seed Oil 103.7 105.5 106.5 0.95 2.70

 

Fruits & Vegetables 146.8 142.9 140.4 -1.75 -4.36

Potato 111.4 175.0 140.7 -19.60 26.30

Onion 346.2 131.3 119.1 -9.29 -65.60

 Condiments & Spices 130.7 129.1 129.0 -0.08 -1.30

Black Pepper 154.6 139.7 136.6 -2.22 -11.64

Chillies (Dry) 120.8 120.1 119.3 -0.67 -1.24

Turmeric 125.5 117.2 115.6 -1.37 -7.89

 

Raw Cotton 110.6 119.3 115.5 -3.19 4.43

Raw Jute 159.5 189.3 198.5 4.86 24.45
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Statistical Tables 
Wages

1. DAILY AGRICULTURAL WAGES IN SOME STATES (CATEGORY-wISE)
(In Rs.)

State District Centre

M
on

th
 

&
 Y

ea
r

D
ai

ly
 N

or
m

al
 W

or
ki

ng
 

H
ou

rs

Fi
el

d 
La

bo
ur

O
th

er
 A

gr
i. 

La
bo

ur

H
er

ds
m

an

Skilled Labour

C
ar

pe
nt

er

Bl
ac

k 
Sm

ith

C
ob

bl
er

M W M W M W M M M

Andhra Pradesh
Krishna Ghantasala June, 18 8 500 NA NA NA 250 NA NA NA NA

Guntur Tadikonda June, 18 8 275 250 NA NA 275 NA NA NA NA

Telangana Ranga Reddy Arutala May,18 8 650 266 500 NA NA NA 600 550 NA

Karnataka
Bangalore Harisandra Sep, 17 8 360 340 400 350 400 300 600 450 NA

Tumkur Gidlahali Sep,17 8 250 200 250 200 250 NA 300 280 NA

Maharashtra
Bhandara Adyal Oct, 17 8 200 150 250 150 200 150 350 250 200

Chandrapur Ballarpur July, 18 8 300 150 300 150 200 NA 250 250 150

Jharkhand Ranchi Gaitalsood Nov, 17 8 230 230 230 230 230 230 317 317 NA

1.1. DAILY AGRICULTURAL WAGES IN SOME STATES (OPERATION-WISE)
(In Rs.)

State District Centre Month 
& Year
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Assam Barpeta Laharapara Apr, 17
M 8 250 250 250 250 250 250 350 250 350

W 8 NA NA 200 200 200 NA NA NA NA

Bihar Muzaffarpur Bhalui Rasul Dec, 17
M 8 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

W 8 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Shekhpura Kutaut Dec, 17
M 8 350 NA 350 NA 300 NA 500 NA NA

W 8 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Chhattisgarh Dhamtari Sihava March, 18
M 8 NA NA NA 150 180 175 300 200 200

W 8 NA NA NA 130 160 150 NA 150 NA

Nov, 18
M 8 251 254 243 236 223 220 493 486 464

W 8 NA 250 240 232 220 209 NA NA NA

Dahod Dahod Nov, 18
M 8 300 300 157 157 157 NA 386 336 293

W 8 NA 250 157 157 157 NA NA NA NA
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1.1.  DAILY AGRICULTURAL WAGES IN SOME STATES (OPERATION-WISE)-CONTD.
(In Rs.)

State District Centre Month 
& Year
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Haryana Panipat Ugarakheri May,18
M 8 400 400 400 400 400 NA 550 400 NA

W 8 NA 300 300 350 300 NA NA NA NA

Himachal 
Pradesh Mandi Mandi June,16

M 8 NA 182 182 182 182 182 300 300 NA

W 8 NA 182 182 182 182 182 NA NA NA

Kerala Kozhikode Koduvally May,18
M 4-8 960 800 NA 800 968 NA 900 NA NA

W 4-8 NA NA 650 650 650 NA NA NA NA

Palakkad Elappally May,18
M 4-8 NA 500 NA 500 633 NA 650 NA NA

W 4-8 NA NA 300 300 300 NA NA NA NA

Madhya 
Pradesh Hoshangabad Sangarkhera June, 18

M 8 250 NA 250 250 250 150 400 400 NA

W 8 NA NA 250 250 250 150 NA NA NA

Satna Kotar June, 18
M 8 200 200 200 200 200 200 350 350 350

W 8 NA 200 200 200 200 200 NA NA NA

Shyopurkala June, 18
M 8 NA 300 NA NA NA 300 300 300 NA

W 8 NA 300 NA NA NA 300 NA NA NA

Odisha Bhadrak Chandbali June, 18
M 8 250 250 250 300 300 250 450 400 350

W 8 NA 220 220 250 250 250 NA NA NA

Aska June, 18
M 8 350 250 250 350 300 250 500 400 350

W 8 NA 220 220 300 250 220 NA NA NA

Ludhiyana Pakhowal March, 18
M 8 480 480 480 500 400 NA 480 480 NA

W 8 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Barmer Kuseep Sep,18
M 8 NA NA 600 400 NA 500 700 500 NA

W 8 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Jalore Sarnau Sep,18
M 8 400 NA 300 300 NA NA 400 300 NA

W 8 NA NA 300 250 NA NA NA 300 NA

Tamil Nadu* Pulvarnatham June, 18
M 8 NA 347 NA 333 375 NA 500 350 NA

W 8 NA NA 150 144 139 NA NA NA NA

Tirunelveli Malayakulam June, 18
M 8 NA 187 181 500 380 NA NA NA NA

W 8 NA NA NA 175 NA NA NA NA NA
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1.1.  DAILY AGRICULTURAL WAGES IN SOME STATES (OPERATION-WISE)-CONCLD.
(In  Rs.)

State District Centre Month 
& Year
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Tripura State Average Oct, 17
M 8 361 323 311 317 304 306 359 324 275

W 8 NA 256 256 252 253 280 NA NA NA

Uttar 
Pradesh* Meerut Ganeshpur Oct,18

M 8 300 300 300 300 300 NA 500 NA NA

W 8 NA 250 250 250 250 NA NA NA NA

Aurraiya Aurraiya Oct, 18
M 8 NA 300 300 NA 300 NA 500 NA .NA

W 8 NA NA 300 NA 300 NA NA NA NA

Chandauli Chandauli Oct, 18
M 8 NA NA NA NA 225 NA 400 NA NA

W 8 NA NA NA NA 225 NA NA NA NA

  M - Man 
 W - Woman
 NA - Not Available

  * States reported district average daily wages
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PRICES
2.  WHOLESALE PRICES OF CERTAIN IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES AND ANIMAL HUSBANDRY PRODUCTS AT 

SELECTED CENTRES IN INDIA 

Commodity Variety Unit State Centre Feb-19 Jan-19 Feb-18

Wheat PBW 343 Quintal Amritsar 2000 1900 1665

Wheat Dara Quintal Uttar Pradesh Chandausi 1890 1875 1630

Wheat Lokvan Quintal Madhya Pradesh Bhopal 1880 2030 1740

Jowar - Quintal Maharashtra Mumbai 3400 3400 2500

Gram No III Quintal Madhya Pradesh Sehore 3750 3850 3690

Maize Yellow Quintal Uttar Pradesh Kanpur 1950 1860 1355

Gram Split - Quintal Bihar Patna 5820 5780 6300

Gram Split - Quintal Maharashtra Mumbai 5800 6000 5200

Arhar Split - Quintal Bihar Patna 7025 6580 6500

Arhar Split - Quintal Maharashtra Mumbai 6400 6500 5600

Arhar Split - Quintal NCT of Delhi Delhi 5650 5900 5300

Arhar Split Sort II Quintal Tamil Nadu Chennai 7200 6900 5500

Gur - Quintal Maharashtra Mumbai 4000 4100 4200

Gur Sort II Quintal Tamil Nadu Coimbatore 4500 5500 4600

Gur Balti Quintal Uttar Pradesh Hapur 2300 2280 2400

Mustard Seed Black (S) Quintal Uttar Pradesh Kanpur 3900 3800 3600

Mustard Seed Black Quintal West Bengal 4350 4400 4200

Mustard Seed - Quintal West Bengal Kolkata 4200 4300 4200

Linseed Bada Dana Quintal Uttar Pradesh Kanpur 4300 4150 4540

Linseed Small Quintal Uttar Pradesh Varanasi 4200 4120 4500

Cotton Seed Mixed Quintal Tamil Nadu Virudhunagar 1850 1550 1750

Cotton Seed MCU 5 Quintal Tamil Nadu Coimbatore 2700 2700 2560

Castor Seed - Quintal Telangana Hyderabad 5000 4950 4050

Sesamum Seed White Quintal Uttar Pradesh Varanasi 11250 11100 7270

Copra FAQ Quintal Kerala Alleppey 11250 11850 13200

Groundnut Pods Quintal Tamil Nadu Coimbatore 5200 5200 5300

Groundnut - Quintal Maharashtra Mumbai 6100 5950 5200

Mustard Oil - 15 Kg. Uttar Pradesh Kanpur 1370 1375 1345

Mustard Oil Ordinary 15 Kg. West Bengal Kolkata 1400 1450 1400

Groundnut Oil - 15 Kg. Maharashtra Mumbai 1480 1460 1350

Groundnut Oil Ordinary 15 Kg. Tamil Nadu Chennai 1850 1880 1720



Agricultural Situation in India 

COMMODITY REVIEWS

Commodity Variety Unit State Centre Feb-19 Jan-19 Feb-18

Linseed Oil - 15 Kg. Uttar Pradesh Kanpur 1415 1405 1425

Castor Oil - 15 Kg. Telangana Hyderabad 1650 1650 1350

Sesamum Oil - 15 Kg. NCT of Delhi Delhi 1760 1770 1550

Sesamum Oil Ordinary 15 Kg. Tamil Nadu Chennai 3300 3500 2100

Coconut Oil - 15 Kg. Kerala Cochin 2355 2475 3135

Mustard Cake - Quintal Uttar Pradesh Kanpur 1870 1850 1820

Groundnut 
Cake - Quintal Telangana Hyderabad 3286 3143 3000

Cotton/Kapas NH 44 Quintal Andhra pradesh Nandyal 5250 5350 4500

Cotton/Kapas LRA Quintal Tamil Nadu Virudhunagar 5150 5150 4500

Jute Raw TD 5 Quintal West Bengal Kolkata 4600 4800 3975

Jute Raw W 5 Quintal West Bengal Kolkata 4650 4850 4025

Oranges - 100 No. NCT of Delhi Delhi 583 583 667

Oranges Big 100 No. Tamil Nadu Chennai 600 540 600

Banana - 100 No. NCT of Delhi Delhi 417 417 417

Banana Medium 100 No. Tamil Nadu Kodaikkanal 530 570 670

Cashewnuts Raw Quintal Maharashtra Mumbai 85000 95000 100000

Almonds - Quintal Maharashtra Mumbai 61000 63000 72000

Walnuts - Quintal Maharashtra Mumbai 64000 68000 75000

Kishmish - Quintal Maharashtra Mumbai 26000 27000 18000

Peas Green - Quintal Maharashtra Mumbai 6200 6000 2600

Tomato Ripe Quintal Uttar Pradesh Kanpur 650 635 680

- Quintal Tamil Nadu Chennai 2000 3000 2000

- 100 No. Tamil Nadu Chennai 1430 1500 1300

Potato Red Quintal Bihar Patna 920 980 810

Potato Desi Quintal West Bengal Kolkata 400 500 600

Potato Sort I Quintal Tamil Nadu Mettuppalayam 1847 2083 1683

Onion Pole Quintal Maharashtra Nashik 400 550 1400

Turmeric Nadan Quintal Kerala Cochin 12000 12000 13500

Turmeric Salam Quintal Tamil Nadu Chennai 11000 10500 11500

Chillies - Quintal Bihar Patna 9850 9850 11000

2. WHOLESALE PRICES OF CERTAIN AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES AND ANIMAL HUSBANDRY PRODUCTS AT SELECTED 
CENTRES IN INDIA-CONTD.
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Commodity Variety Unit State Centre Feb-19 Jan-19 Feb-18

Black Pepper Nadan Quintal Kerala Kozhikode 30000 31000 38000

Ginger Dry Quintal Kerala Cochin 25000 24500 13000

Cardamom Quintal NCT of Delhi Delhi 118000 115000 80000

Cardamom Small Quintal West Bengal Kolkata 150000 145000 105000

Milk Buffalo 100 Liters West Bengal Kolkata 5200 5200 5200

Ghee Deshi Deshi No 1 Quintal NCT of Delhi Delhi 78706 76705 73370

Ghee Deshi - Quintal Maharashtra Mumbai 42000 42000 46000

Ghee Deshi Desi Quintal Uttar Pradesh Kanpur 39800 39650 39500

Fish Rohu Quintal NCT of Delhi Delhi 16500 16500 13000

Fish Pomphrets Quintal Tamil Nadu Chennai 40000 40000 35000

Eggs Madras 1000 No. West Bengal Kolkata 5142 4762 4500

Tea - Quintal Bihar Patna 21350 21350 21300

Tea Atti Kunna Quintal Tamil Nadu Coimbatore 39000 39000 38000

Coffee Plant-A Quintal Tamil Nadu Coimbatore 27500 25000 22000

Coffee Rubusta Quintal Tamil Nadu Coimbatore 19280 17500 13500

Tobacco Kampila Quintal Uttar Pradesh Farukhabad 7000 4300 4050

Tobacco Raisa Quintal Uttar Pradesh Farukhabad 3850 2600 2350

Tobacco Bidi 
Tobacco Quintal West Bengal Kolkata 13200 13200 14200

Rubber - Quintal Kerala Kottayam 11000 10800 11400

Arecanut Pheton Quintal Tamil Nadu Chennai 59000 61200 54000

2. WHOLESALE PRICES OF CERTAIN AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES AND ANIMAL HUSBANDRY PRODUCTS AT SELECTED 
CENTRES IN INDIA-CONCLD.
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3. WHOLESALE PRICES OF SOME IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES IN INTERNATIONAL MARKETS DURING YEAR 
2019

Commodity Variety Country Centre Unit JAN FEB

CARDAMOM Guatmala Bold 
Green U.K.     -

Dollar/MT 22000 24000

Rs./Qtl 156244 170688

CASHEW 
KERNELS Spot U.K. 320s U.K.     -

Dollar/MT 10231 10156

Rs./Qtl 72657 72226

CASTOR OIL Any Origin ex tank 
Rotterdam Netherlands     -

Dollar/MT 1777 1823

Rs./Qtl 12619 12968

CHILLIES Birds eye 2005 crop Africa     -
Dollar/MT 4800 4800

Rs./Qtl 34090 34138

CLOVES Singapore Madagascar     -
Dollar/MT 7800 7500

Rs./Qtl 55396 53340

COCONUT OIL
Crude Phillipine/
Indonesia, cif 
Rotterdam

Netherlands     -
Dollar/MT 752 724

Rs./Qtl 5342 5146

COPRA Phillipines cif 
Rotterdam Phillipine     -

Dollar/MT 497 450

Rs./Qtl 3530 3201

CORRIANDER  India     -
Dollar/MT 1650 1700

Rs./Qtl 11718 12090

CUMMIN SEED  India     -
Dollar/MT 3200 3200

Rs./Qtl 22726 22758

MAIZE  U.S.A. Chicago
C/56 lbs 379 376

Rs./Qtl 1058 1051

OATS  CANADA Winnipeg
Dollar/MT 395 359

Rs./Qtl 2803 2553

PALM KERNAL 
OIL

Crude Malaysia/
Indonesia, cif 
Rotterdam

Netherlands     -
Dollar/MT 761 694

Rs./Qtl 5406 4933

PALM OIL
Crude Malaysian/
Sumatra, cif 
Rotterdam

Netherlands     -
Dollar/MT 521 566

Rs./Qtl 3699 4028

PEPPER (Black) Sarawak  Black 
lable Malaysia     -

Dollar/MT 3200 3200

Rs./Qtl 22726 22758
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Commodity Variety Country Centre Unit JAN FEB

RAPESEED

Canola CANADA Winnipeg
Can Dollar/MT 482 475

Rs./Qtl 2577 2558

UK delivered 
rapeseed, delivered 
Erith(buyer)

U.K.     -
Pound/MT 304 304

Rs./Qtl 2835 2819

RAPESEED OIL and deodorised ex-
tanks,broker price

U.K.     -
Pound/MT 695 695

Rs./Qtl 6482 6357

SOYABEAN 
MEAL

UK produced 
49% oil & protein 
('hi-pro') ex-mill 
seaforth UK bulk

U.K.     -

Pound/MT 299 286

Rs./Qtl 2789 2652

SOYABEAN OIL  U.S.A.     -
C/lbs 28 30

Rs./Qtl 4383 4702

and deodorised ex-
tanks,broker price

U.K.     -
Pound/MT 635 635

Rs./Qtl 5923 5808

SOYABEANS

 U.S.A.     -
C/60 lbs 899 911

Rs./Qtl 2343 2378

US NO.2 yellow Netherlands Chicago
Dollar/MT 384 380

Rs./Qtl 2724 2699

SUNFLOWER 
SEED OIL and deodorised ex-

tanks,broker price
U.K.     -

Pound/MT 724 724

Rs./Qtl 6753 6622

Wheat  U.S.A. Chicago
C/60 lbs 526 487

Rs./Qtl 1371 1271
Source: - Public Ledger

FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES

Currency JAN FEB
CanDollar 53.44 53.88
UKPound 93.27 92.72
USDollar 71.02 71.12

3. WHOLESALE PRICES OF SOME IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES IN INTERNATIONAL MARKETS DURING YEAR 
2019-CONTD.
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Crop Production

SOWING AND HARVESTING OPERATIONS NORMALLY IN PROGRESS DURING APRIL, 2019
State Sowing Harvesting

(1) (2) (3)

Andhra Pradesh Autumn Rice, Sugarcane. Summer rice, Jowar (R), Ragi (R), Small 
Millets (R), Other Rabi Pulses, Sugarcane, 
Cotton.

Assam Autumn Rice, Maize, Small Millets
(R), Tur (R), Sugarcane, Cotton,
Mesta.

Wheat, Tur (R), Sown during previous year.

Bihar Wheat, Barley, Gram, Tur (K), Castorseed,
Linseed.

Sugarcane. Castorseed, Onion.

Himachal 
Pradesh

Maize, Summer Potato (Hills),
Sugarcane, Ginger Chillies (Dry),
Sesamum, Cotton, Turmeric.

Wheat, Barley, Gram, Other Rabi Pulses,
Rapeseed and Mustard, Linseed.

Jammu & 
Kashmir

Autumn Rice, Jowar (R), Maize, Ragi,
Small Millets (K), Summer Potato,
chillies (Dry), Tobacco, Sannhemp,
Onion.

Wheat, Barley, Small Millets (R), Gram,
Sesamum, Linseed, Onion.

Karnataka 
(Plains)

Maize, Urad (K) Mung (K), Summer
Potato (Hills) Tobacco, Castorseed,
Seasamu, Sweet Potato (Hills),
Sannhemp, Onion (2nd Crop).

Summer Rice, Gram, Urad (R), Summer
Potato, Cotton, Turmeric, Onion (1st Crop).
Tapioca.

Kerala Autumn Rice, Ragi, Ginger, Turmeric,
Tapioca.

Summer Rice, Tur (R), Other Rabi Pulses,
Sesamum.

Madhya Pradesh Sugarcane, Onion. Wheat, Barley, Tur (K), Winter Potato 
(Plains), Castorseed, Linseed, Onion.

Maharashtra Sugarcane. Maize (R), Wheat Gram, Other Rabi Pulses,
Cotton, Onion.

Manipur Maize, Turmeric. Gram.

Orissa Sugarcane, Chillies (Dry). Wheat, Barley, Urad (R), Mung (R), Chillies
(Dry).

Haryana
Tur (K), Potato, Sugarcane, Ginger,
Chillies (Dry), Sweet Potato,
Turmeric.

Wheat, Barley, Small Millets (R), Gram, Tur
(K), Other Rabi Pulses, Potato, Castorseed,
Rapeseed and Mustard, Linseed, Onion.

Sugarcane. Wheat, Barley, Urad (R), Mung (R), Other
Rabi Pulses, Tobacco, Castorseed, Rapeseed
and Mustard, Linseed.
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State Sowing Harvesting

(1) (2) (3)

Tamil Nadu Summer Rice, Jowar (R), Summer 
Potato, Sugarcane, Pepper (Black), 
Chillies (Dry), Groundnut (Late), 
Sesamum Cotton, Onion Sannhemp.

Winter Rice, Jowar (R), Tur (R), Mung (K), 
Winter Potato (Hills), Sugarcane, Chillies, 
(Dry), Tobacco, Groundnut (Early), Cotton, 
Onion.

Tripura Autumn Rice, Maize, Sugarcane, 
Ginger, Chillies, (Dry), Sesamum, 
Cotton, Jute.

Summer Rice, Chillies (Dry), Tobacco.

Uttar Pradesh Sugarcane, Chillies (Dry), Cutton, 
Jute, Mesta.

Summer Rice, Wheat, Barley, Gram, Tur 
(K), Tobacco, Castorseed, Rapeseed and 
Mustard, Linseed, Onion, Sugarcane.

West Bengal Autumn Rice, Maize, Tur (K), 
Sugarcane, Ginger Chillies (Dry), 
Sesamum, Jute, Mesta.

Summer Rice, Wheat, Barley, Gram, Tur 
(K), Urad (R), Other Rabi Pulses, Winter 
Potato (Plains), Chillies (Dry).

Delhi Jowar (K), Sugarcane, Tobacco, 
Onion.

Wheat,  Gram, Tur (K), Rapeseed and 
Mustard, Linseed.

(K)--Kharif                             (R)--- Rabi

SOWING AND HARVESTING OPERATIONS NORMALLY IN PROGRESS DURING APRIL, 2019-CONTD.
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